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VIRGINIA IN 1648. 


The following paper is a true copys and almost a fac-simile, of & 
reprint of an old pamphlet originally published at London, in the year 
1649, entitled “A Perfect Description of Virginia,” now before us; 
and will be found to contain a great deal of valuable and interesting 
information relating to our colony at that early period, and much that 
may furnish hints for agreeable reflection at the present time. 


A perFect DESCRIPTION OF VIRGINIA: 


Being a full and true Relation of the present state of the Plantation, 
their health, peace, and plenty ; the number of people, with their abun- 
dance of cattle, fowl, fish, &c. with several sorts of rich and good com- 
modities, which may there be had, either naturally, or by art and labour. 
Which we are fain to procure from Spain, France, Denmark, Swede- 
land, Germany, Poland, yea, from the East Indies. There having been 
nothing related of the true estate of this Plantation these twenty-five 
years. 

Being sent from Virginia, at the request of a gentleman of worthy note, 
who desired to know the true state of Virginia as it now stands. 
Also, a Narration of the country, within a few a journey of Virginia, 
west and by south, where people come to trade: being related to the 
governour, Sir William Berckley, who is to go himself to discover it 
with thirty horse, and fifty foot, and other things needful for his en- 

terprise. 

With the manner how the Emperour Nichotawance came to Sir William 
Berckley, attended with five petty kings, to do homage, and bring tri- 
bute to King Charles. With his solemn protestation, that the sun and 
moon should lose their lights, before he (or his people in that country) 
— prove disloyal, but ever to keep faith and allegiance to King 

les. 


Lonpon : Printed for Richard Wodenoth, at the Star under Peter’s 
Church in Cornhill. 1649. 
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Tuese things that follow in this ensuing relation are certified by divers 
letters from Virginia, by men of worth and credit there, written toa 
friend in England, that for his own, and others’ satisfaction, was 
desirous to know these particulars, and the present estate of that 
country. And let no man doubt of the truth of it, there be many in 
England, land and seamen that can bear witness of it. And if this 
plantation be not worth encouragement, let every true Englishman 
judge. 


1. Tuat there are in Virginia about fifteen thousand Eng- 
lish, and of negroes brought thither, three hundred good ser- 
vants. 

2. That of kine, oxen, bulls, calves, twenty thousand, large 
and good, and they make plenty of butter and very good cheese. 

3. That there are of an excellent race, about two hundred 
horse and mares. 

4. That of asses for burthen and use, there is fifty, but daily 
increase. 

5. That for sheep they have about three thousand, good wool. 

6. That for goats their number is five thousand, thrive well. 

7. That for swine both tame and wild (in the woods) innu- 
merable ; the flesh pure and good, and bacon none better. 

8. That for poultry, hens, turkies, ducks, geese, without num- 
ber. 

9. That they yearly plough and sow many hundred acres of 
wheat, as good, and fair, as any in the world, and great increase. 
10. That they have plenty of barley, make excellent malt. 

11. That they have six publick brew-houses, and most brew 
their own beer, strong and good. 

12. That their hops are fair and large, thrive well. 

13. That they sell their beef at two pence half-penny a pound, 
pork at three pence a pound, plentifully. 

14. That their cattle are about the prices in England, and 
most of the ships that come yearly hither, are there victualed. 

15. That they have thirty several sorts of fish, river, and sea, 
very excellent good in their kinds, plentiful and large. 
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16. That they have five and twenty sundry sorts of birds and 
fowls, land and water abundance, and for food not amiss. 

17. That they have twenty kind of beasts, whereof deer 
abundance, most sorts to be eaten; creeping creatures many 
also. 

18. That they have fifteen kinds of fruits, pleasant and good, 
and with Italy they will compare for delicate fruits. 

19. They have five and twenty sorts of trees, large, good and 
fit for shipping, housing, and other uses. 

20. That they have roots of several kinds, potatoes, aspara- 
gus, carrots, turnips, parsnips, onions, and artichokes. 

21. For herbs they have of all kinds for garden, and physick 
flowers. 

22. That their maize or Virginia corn, it yields them five hun- 
dred for one, increase, (it’s set as we do garden peas) it mekes 
good bread and furmity, will keep seven years, and malts well 
for beer, and ripe in five months, set in April or May. 

23. That they have store of Indian peas, better than ours, 
beans, lupines, and the like. 

24. They have store of bees in their woods, make plenty of 
honey and wax, and also tame bees in hives about their houses. 

25. Indigo begins to be planted, and thrives wonderfully well, 
grows up to a little tree, and rich indigo made of the leaves of 
it, all men begins to get some of the seeds, and know it will be 
oftentimes the gain to them as tobacco (and gain now carries 
the bell;) their hopes are great to gain the trade of it from the 
Mogul’s country, and to supply all christendom, and this will be 
many thousands of pounds in the year. 

26. Their tobacco is much vented and esteemed in all places, 
yet the quantity’s so great that’s made, that the price there is but 
three pence a pound. A man can plant two thousand weight a 
year of it, and also sufficient corn and roots, and other provisions 
for himself. 

27. They begin to plant much hemp and flax which they find 
grows well and good, only hands are wanting to this and other 
works. 
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28. Iron ore and rich mine are in abundance in the land, fit 
streams and waters to erect iron mills, woods never to be de- 
stroyed to burn coal, and all this lie on great rivers’ banks, easy 
for transportation of wood and ore, and there is stone fit to build 
the furnaces with ; trial hath been made of this iron ore, and not 
better and richer in the world; his work erected would be as 
much worth as a silver mine, all things considered: not only to 
make all instruments of iron for the plantation’s uses, but for 
building, shipping, there being wanting in that country no other 
materials to that work; then the casting of ordnance, and mak- 
ing them, will abound to serve all the world; so of muskets, 
armour, all kind of tools, and manufacture of iron works willbe 
produced in abundance, so that it would become speedily the 
magazine of iron instruments in every kind, and at cheap rates ; 
so that no nation could afford them half so cheap, and all men 
know, that iron will command better mines. 

29. Skilful iron-men for the works sent out of England, with 
the assistance of as many more able labourers there in Virginia, 
housing and victual ready provided for them ; fitting places for 
erecting, the mills found out already, and oxen for draught at 
hand,) the work in six months’ time would be effected, and four 
hundred pound charge to transport the twenty men to Virginia, 
with all tools and necessaries for the work would do it; and 
these men for their encouragement to have half the gain made 
of the iron to be yearly divided betwixt the undertakers and 
workmen, the profit and gain would be to the enriching of all. 

30. They have four wind mills, and five water mills to grind 
their corn; besides many horse mills of several kinds, and hand 
mills for several uses: a sawing mill for boards is much wanted ; 
one mill driven by water, will do as much as twenty sawyers, &c. 

31. There comes yearly to trade with them above thirty sail 
of ships, and in these not so little as seven or eight hundred 
mariners employed, (some say above a thousand, this is a con- 
siderable thing) and they return laden home in March; (this is 
a good seminary for mariners.) 

32. The commodity these ships bring, is linen cloth of all 
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sorts, and so of woollen cloth, stockings, shoes, and the like 
things. 

33. Most of the masters of ships and chief mariners have 
also there plantations, and houses, and servants, &c. in Virginia: 
and so are every way great gainers by freight, by merchandise, 
and by plantation and pipe staves, clap board, choice walnut 
tree wood, cedar tree timber and the like, is transported by them 
if tobacco is not their full lading. 

34. They have in their colony pinnaces, barks, great and 
small boats many hundreds, for most of their plantations stand 
upon the rivers’ sides or up little creeks, and but a small way 
into the land, so that for transportation and fishing they use 
many boats. 

35. They make pitch and tar, (and there is materials in the 
woods for abundance :) also for pot and soap ashes, woods most 
proper and store: hands want. 

36. That for mulberry trees, the natural and proper food for 
silk worms, they have abundance in the woods, and some so 
large that one tree contains as many leaves as will feed silk worms 
that will make as much silk as may be worth five pounds sterling 
money, this some Frenchmen affirm. And now they desire silk 
worms’ seed which is sent them, and their hopes are good of the 
thriving of it: a commodity that may.soon enrich them all with 
little labour, care or pains; all materials so plentiful and at hand, 
the food in abundance, the climate warm, and the work done in 
five weeks’ time, and within doors, by women and children as 
well as men, and at that time of the year in May, that it hinders 
not any other work or planting, sowing, or the like employments; 
such an advantage, that had the Dutch the like in any of their 
plantations, they would improve it to the certain gain in the 
trade of silk from Persia and China, which we fetch with great 
charge and expense and hazard, and enrich heathen and Mahu- 
metans greatly ; but to these things lack publick and state en- 
couragements to begin the work: but more of this in another 
place, it deserves a full handling. 

37. Vines in abundance and variety, do grow naturally over 
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all the land, but by the birds and beasts, most devoured before 
they come to perfection and ripeness: but this testifies and de- 
clares, that the ground, and the climate is most proper, and the 
commodity of wine is not a contemptible merchandise ; but some 
men of worth and estate must give in these things example to 
the inferiour inhabitants and ordinary sort of men, to shew them 
the gain and commodity by it, which they will not believe but by 
experience before their faces: and in tobacco they can make 
20£. sterling a man, at 3d. a pound per annum; and this they 
find and know, and the present gain is that, that puts out all en- 
deavours from the attempting of others more staple, and solid, 
and rich commodities, out of the heads and hands of the com- 
inon people: so as I say, the wealthier sort of men must begin 
and give the example, and make the gain of other commodities 
as apparent to them, by the effecting them to perfection, or it 
will not (as it hath not hitherunto) go forward. 

38. That they have health very well, and fewer die in a year 
there, according to the proportion, than in any place of England ; 
since that men are provided with all necessaries, have plenty of 
victual, bread, and good beer, and housing, all which the Eng- 
lishmen loves full dearly. 

39. That the passengers also come safe and well: the seamen 
of late years having found a way, that now in five, six, and seven 
weeks they sail to Virginia free from all rocks, sands, and pirates ; 
and that they return home again in twenty days sometimes, and 
thirty at most; the winds commonly serving more constantly, 
being westerly homeward, the easterly outward bound. 

40. That the mouth of the two capes of land, Cape Henry 
en the south, and Cape Charles on the north; the entrance in is 
in 37 degrees; that the first river up the west is James River, 
where most of the plantations are settled and towns: the second 
is Charles River on the north of it; and the third called by the 
Indian name Tapahanuke, the fourth river Patawoenicke, the 
fifth river Patuxant, the sixth Bolus, the seventh Saquisahanuke : 
at the head of the great Bay of Chespiacke, into which bay thes’ 
seven rivers from the west side of it do all enter and run in 
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and so the mouth of the bay issueth out due east into the main 
sea between the two aforesaid capes: the bay lies north and 
south, and hath a channel in draught of one hundred and forty 
miles, and in depth between five, six, and fifteen fathoms in some 
places. The wideness of the bay is from the west side which is 
the great land, to the east side of the land which joins upon the 
sea called the Acamake shore ; the wideness and breadth of this 
bay I say, is about nine, ten, and fourteen miles broad in some 
places of it; and these seven rivers have their mouths into the 
bay, not above twenty miles, each river is distant from the other: 
but this in Smith’s map is more at large described. 

41. Thatsome English about a thousand are seated upon the 
Acamake shore by Cape Charles, (where Captain Yeardley is 
chief commander) now called the county of Northampton. 

42. That they have lime in abundance made for their houses, 
store of bricks made, and house and chimnies built of brick, and 
some wood high and fair, covered with shingle for tile, yet they 
have none that make them, wanting workmen ; in that trade the 
brick makers have not the art to do it, it shrinketh. 

43. That since the massacre, the savages have been driven 
far away, many destroyed of them, their towns and houses ruin- 
ated, their clear grounds possessed by the English to sow wheat 
in: and their great king Opechaukenow (that bloody monster 
upon a hundred years old) was taken by Sir William Berkely the 
governour. 

44. All kinds of tradesmen may live well there, and do gain 
much by their labours and arts, as turners, potters, coopers; to 
make all kind of earthen and wooden vessels, sawyers, carpen- 
ters, tile makers, boat-wrights, tailors, shoemakers, tanners, fisles 
ermen, and the like. 

45. Young youths from sixteen years and upward, for appren- 
tices and servants for some years, then to have land given them, 
and cattle to set up. Thousands of these kinds of young boys 
and maidens wanting. 

46. That the government is after the laws of England, (that 
is well for men before they go, to know under what laws they 
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shall live:) a governour and council of state, and yearly general 
assemblies, men chosen and sent out of each county, (there be- 
ing twelve in Virginia;) these men vote, and by the major part 
all things are concluded; and they are elected to those places 
by the most voices in the county for whom they are chosen, and 
by whom sent. 

47. They have twenty churches in Virginia, and ministers to 
each, and the doctrine and orders after the church of England: 
the ministers’ livings are esteemed worth at least 100 £. per an- 
num ; they are paid by each planter so much tobacco per poll, 
and so many bushels of corn: they live all ir peace and love. 

48. That for matter of their better knowledge of the land they 
dwell in, the planters resolve to make a further discovery into the 
country, west and by south up above the fall, and over the hills, 
and are confident upon what they have learned from the Indians, 
to find a way to a west or south sea by land or rivers, and to dis- 
cover a way to China and East Indies, or unto some other sea 
that shall carry them thither; for Sir Francis Drake was on the 
back side of Virginia in his voyage about the world in 37 de- 
grees just opposite to Virginia, and called Nova Albion, and by 
the natives kindly used: and now all the question is only how 
broad the land may be to that place from the head of James Ri- 
ver above the falls, but ali men conclude if it be not narrow, yet 
that there is and will be found the like rivers issuing into a south 
sea or a west sea on the other side of those hills, as there is on 
this side when they run from the west down into a east sea after 
a course of one hundred and fifty miles: but of this certainty 
M. Hen. Brigs that most judicious and learned mathematician 
wrote a small tractate, and presented it to that most noble Earl 
of Southampton then governour of the Virginia Company in Eng- 
land, anno 1623, to which I refer for a full information. 

And by such a discovery the planters in Virginia shall gain the 
rich trade of the East India, and so cause it to be driven through 
the continent of Virginia, part by land and part by water, and in 
a most gainful way and safe, and far less expenseful and danger- 
ous, than now it is. 
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And they doubt not to find some rich and beneficial country, 
and commodities not yet known to the world that lies west and 
by south now from their present plantation. 


49. That the Swedes have come and crept into a river called 
Delawar, that is, within the limits of Virginia in 38 degrees and 
30 minutes, it lies, and are there planted, one hundred of them 
drive a great and secret trade of furs, which they trade for with 
the natives: it is but two days’ journey by land from our planta- 
tions, and a day’s sail by sea from Cape Charles. 

50. And again, the Hollanders have stolen into a river called 
Hudson’s River in the limits also of Virginia, (and about 39 de- 
grees) they have built a strong fort there, and call it Prince Mau- 
rice and New Netherlands, they drive a trade of furs there with 
the natives for above ten thousand pounds a year. 


These two plantations are between Virginia and New Eng- 
land on our side of Cape Cod which parts us and New Eng- 
land. 

Thus are the English nosed in all places, and out-traded by 
the Dutch, they would not suffer the English to use them so: 
but they have vigilant statesmen, and advance all they can fora 
common good, and will not spare any encouragements to their 
people to discover. 

But it is well known, that our English plantations have had 
little countenances, nay, that our statesmen (when time was) had 
store of Gondemore’s gold to destroy and discountenance the 
plantation of Virginia, and he effected it in a great part, by dis- 
solving the company, wherein most of the nobility, gentry, cor- 
porate cities, and most merchants of England, were interested 
and engaged ; after the expense of some hundred of thousands 
of pounds; for Gundemore did affirm to his friends, that he had 
commission from his master to ruin that plantation. For, said 
he, should they thrive and go on increasing, as they have done 
under the government of that popular L. of Southampton, my 
master’s West Indies, and his Mexico would shortly be visited 
by sea and by land, from those planters in Virginia. And Mar- 
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quis Hambleton told the Earl of Southampton, that Gundemore 
said to King James, that the Virginia courts, was but a seminary 
to a seditious parliament. But this is but a touch by the way, 
and for a future item to our country not to despise plantations. 

51. The land in Virginia is most fruitful, and produceth, with 
very great increase, whatsoever is committed into the bowels of 
it, planted, sowed. A fat rich soil every where watered with 
many fine springs, small rivulets, and wholesome waters. 

52. The country is with pleasant rising small ascents and de- 
scents, valleys, hills, meadows, and some level upland : it’s woody 
all over, but where labour hath cleared the ground from trees, 
and this truly is the great labour in Virginia, to fell trees, and to 
get up the roots, and so make clear ground for the plough. 

53. Stones, and rocks, and quarries of several kinds, and 
very fit for the iron furnaces (as trial hath been made to endure 
fire) are in divers places found in Virginia. 

54. There is divers skins of beasts for merchandise and uses, 
as beavers, otters, squirrels, wild-cats, and christal is there found. 


55. Divers kinds of drugs, gums, dyes, paints, that the Indians 


use. 

56. There is a kind of flax the Indians use to make threads 
of and strings, we call it silk-grass, it’s fine to make both linen 
and stuff of it; abundance in many places of it groweth. 

57. To the southward of James River, some fifty miles by 
land, and eighty by sea, lies the River Chawanok : whither Mas- 
ter Porey went by land, and reported, the king there told him, 
that within ten days’ journey westward towards sunsetting, there 
were a people that did gather out of a river sand, the which they 
washed in sieves, and had a thing out of it, that they then put 
into the fire, which melted, and became like to our copper, and 
offered to send some of his people to guide him to that place. 
But Master Porey being not provided with men as he would have 
had of English, he returned to Sir George Yearly, and acquaint- 
ed him with the relation. But before they could prepare for the 
journey, and discovery, the first massacre happened, and so to 
this day it hath been unattempted. The company also in Eng- 
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land was dissolved, their patent most unjustly, against all law and 
conscience, taken from them. Procured by the Spanish gold 
and faction, and the colony never looked after, whether sink or 
swim ; and hath now these twenty-four years since, laboured for 
life, and only to subsist with much ado; the cattle then left, in- 
crearsed to what you hear, and in all these many years no more 
people in it, and they have little encouragement, and great un- 
certainties, whether ever to be continued a colony, whereby men 
have had no heart to plant for posterity, but every man for the 
present, planted tobacco to get a livelihood Ly it. 

And had not this present governour been sent as he was, and 
continued, who hath done all a gentleman could do to maintain 
it alive: it had upon this second massacre been utterly deserted 
and ruinated; as things stand in our own land. If any demand 
the cause of this late massacre, all having been forgiven and for- 
gotten, what the Indians did the first time; those that are plant- 
ers there, write the occasion of the Indians doing so wicked an 
act was. {@ That some of them confessed, that their great king 
was by some English informed, that all was under the sword in 
England, in their native country, and such divisions in our land; 
that now was his time, or never, to root out all the English; for 
those that they could not surprise and kill under the feigned mask 
of friendship and feasting, and the rest would be by wants; and 
having no supplies from their own country which could not help 
them, be suddenly consumed and famished. The Indians alaru- 
ming them night and day, and killing all their cattle, as with ease 
they might do, and by destroying in the nights, all their corn 
fields, which the English could not defend. All this had (as they 
write) taken full effect, if God had not abated the courages of 
the savages in that moment of time, they so treacherously slew 
the English; who were presently (the act done) so affrighted in 
their own minds, that they had not the heart to follow the coun- 
sels their king had commanded: but to the admiration of the 
English, prosecuted not their opportunity, nor were constant to 
their own principles. But fled away and retired themselves many 
miles distant off the colony; which little space of time gave the 
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English opportunity to gather themselves together, call an as- 
sembly, secure their cattle, and to think upon some way to de- 
fend themselves, if need were, and then to offend their enemies; 
which by the great mercy of God was done and effected; and 
the particulars of all is worthy in some other place to be remem- 
bered and manifested to the world, that the great God may have 
his due glory, honour, and praise for ever and ever, Amen, amen, 
amen. And now at this present the colony is in good estate 
(and never a third time to be so surprised by a seeming friend.) 
And they conclude, their conditions are now, such as they may 
and will greatly improve the advancement and welfare of the 
colony, even by this late sad accident ; and the pit their enemies 
digged for them, they are like to fall into themselves, and their 
mischief will and hath assuredly fallen far more upon their own 
pates ; since their great king was taken prisoner. 

And in these, they say in three letters, that if God please, in 
mercy, now to look upon poor England, that it fall not into a 
second war, nor relapses, but a happy peace settled in their na- 
tive country. Then they in Virginia shall be as happy a people 
as any under heaven, for there is nothing wanting there to pro- 
duce them, plenty, health, and wealth. 

58. Concerning New England, that they have trade with them 
to and fro, and are but four days’ sail off from Virginia, that they 
have had many cattle from Virginia, and corn, and many other 
things ; that New England, is in a good condition for livelihood. 
But for matter of any great hopes but fishing, there is not much 
in that land ; for it’s as Scotland is to England, so much differ- 
ence, and lies upon the same land northward, as Scotland doth 
to England; there is much cold, frost and snow, and their land 
so barren, except a herring be put into the hole that you set the 
corn or maize in, it will not come up; and it was great pity, all 
those people being now about twenty thousand, did not seat 
themselves at first to the south of Virginia, in a warm and rich 
country, where their industry would have produced sugar, indigo, 
ginger, cotton, and the like commodities, 

And it’s now reported in Virginia that thousands of them are 
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removing (with many from Summer Islands also) unto the Ba- 
hana Islands, near the Cape of Florida; and that’s the right way 
for them to go and thrive. 


Letters came now this March, 1648, relate further. 


Txat Opachankenow the old emperour being dead since he 
was taken prisoner by our governour, there is chosen a new one, 
called Nickotawance, who acknowledges to hold his government 
under King Charles, and is become tributary to him, and this 
March 1648, Nickotawance came to Jamestown to our noble 
governour Sir William Bearkley with five more petty kings attend- 
ing him, and brought twenty beavers’ skins to be sent to King 
Charles as he said for tribute; and after a long oration, he con- 
cluded with this protestation; that the sun and moon should 
first lose their glorious lights and shining, before he, or his peo- 
ple should evermore hereafter wrong the English in any kind, 
but they would ever hold love and friendship together: and to 
give the English better assurance of their faith, he had decreed, 
that if any Indian be seen to come within the limits of the Eng- 
lish colony, (except they come with some message from him, 
with such and such tokens) that it shall be lawful to kill them 
presently ; and the English shall be free to pass at all times when 
and where they please throughout his dominions. 

And the Indians have of late acquainted our governour, that 
within five days’ journey to the westward and by south, there is 
a great high mountain, and at foot thereof, great rivers that run 
into a great sea; and that there are men that come hither in 
ships, (but not the same as ours be) they wear apparel and have 
*reed caps on their heads, and ride on beasts like our horses, but 
have much longer ears and other circumstances they declare for 
the certainty of these things. 

That Sir William was hereupon preparing fifty horse and fifty 
foot, to go and discover this thing himself in person, and take 
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all needful provisions in that case requisite ulong with them; he 
was ready to go when these last ships set sail for England in 
April last: and we hope'to give a good account of it by the 
next ships, God giving a blessing to the enterprise, which will 
mightily advance and enrich this country; for it must needs 
prove a passage to the South Sea (as we call it) and also some 
part of China and the East Indies. 

The governour Sir William, caused half a bushel of rice (which 
he had procured) to be sown and it prospered gallantly, and he 
had fifteen bushels of it, excellent good rice, so that all these 
fifteen bushels will be sown again this year; and we doubt not 
in a short time to have rice so plentiful as to afford it at 2d.a 
pound if not cheaper, for we perceive the ground and climate is 
very proper for it as our negroes affirm, which in their country 
is most of their food, and very healthful for our bodies. 

We have many thousand of acres of clear land, I mean where 
the wood is all off it (for you must know all Virginia is full of 
trees) and we have now going near upon a hundred and fifty 
ploughs, with many brave yoke of oxen, and we sow excellent 
wheat, barley, rye, beans, peas, oats; and our increase is won- 
derful, and better grain not in the world. 

One-Captain Brocas, a gentleman of the council, a great trav- 
eller, caused a vineyard to be planted, and hath most excellent 
wine made, and the country, he saith, as proper for vines as any 
in Christendom, vines indeed naturally growing over all the 
country in abundance: only skilful men wanting here. 

That at last Christmas we had trading here ten ships from 
London, two from Bristol, twelve Hollanders, and seven from 
New England. 

Mr. Richard Bennet had this year out of his orchard as many 
apples as he made twenty butts of excellent cider. 

And Mr. Richard Kinsman hath had for this three or four 
years, forty or fifty butts of perry made out of his orchard, pure 
and good. 

So that you may perceive how proper our country is for these 
fruits, and men begin now to plant great orchards, and find the 
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way of grafting upon crab stocks, best for lasting, here being 
naturally in this land store of wild crab trees. 

Mr. Hough at Nausamund, hath a curious orchard also, with 
all kind and variety of several fruits; the governour in his new 
orchard hath fifteen hundred fruit trees, besides his apricots, 
peaches, mellicotons, quinces, wardens, and such like fruits. 

I mention these particular men, that all may know the truth 
of things. 

Worthy Captain Matthews an old planter of above thirty years’ 
standing, one of the council, and a most deserving common- 
wealth’s man, I may not omit to let you know this gentleman’s 
industry. 

He hath a fine house, and all things answerable to it; he 
sows yearly store of hemp and flax, and causes it to be spun; 
he keeps weavers, and hath a tan house, causes leather to be 
dressed, hath eight shoemakers employed in their trade, hath forty 
negro servants, brings them up to trades in his house ; he yearly 
sows abundance of wheat, barley, &c. the wheat he selleth at 
four shillings the bushel, kills store of beeves, and sells them to 
victual the ships when they come thither; hath abundance of 
kine, a brave dairy, swine great store, and poultry; he married 
the daughter of Sir Thomas Hinton, and ina word, keeps a good 
house, lives bravely, and a true lover of Virginia; he is worthy 
of much honor. 

Our spring begins the tenth of February, the trees bud, the 
grass springs, and our autumn and fall of leaf is in November, 
our winter short, and most years very gentle, snow lies but little, 
yet ice some years, 

I may not forget to tell you we have a free school, with two 
hundfed acres of land, a fine house upon it, forty milch kine, 
and other accommodations to it; the benefactor deserves per- 
petual memory; his name Mr. Benjamin Symes, worthy to be 
chronicled ; other petty schools also we have. 

We have most rare coloured parraketoes, and one bird we 
call the mock-bird; for he will imitate all other birds’ notes, and 
cries both day and night birds, yea, the owls and nightingales, 
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For bees there is in the country which thrive and prosper very 
well there; one Mr. George Pelton, alias, Streyton, a ancient 
planter of twenty-five years’ standing that had «iore of them, he 
made thirty pounds a year profit of them; but by misfortune his 
house was burnt down, and many of his hives perished, he 
makes excellent good metheglin, a pleasant and strong drink, 
and it serves him and his family for good liquor: If men would 
endeavour to increase this kind of creature, there would be here 
in a short time abundance of wax and honey, for there is all the 
country over delicate food for bees, and there is also bees natu- 
rally in the land, though we account not of them. 

59. Now these are the several sorts and kinds of beasts, birds. 
fish, in Virginia. 


Beasts, great and small as followeth ; above twenty several kinds. 


1. Lions. ones, if at any time affright- 
2. Bears. ed, and carries them away. 
3. Leopard. 10. Two sorts of squirrels. One 
4. Elks. called a flying one, for that 
But all these four sorts are up she spreads like a bat a cer- 
in the higher parts of the tain loose skin She hath and 
country, on the hills and so flies a good way. 





mountains, few to be seen! 13, A musk-rat, so called for 
in the lower parts where the his great sweetness and shape. 
English are ; the elks are as | 14, Hares. 

great as oxen, their horns; 15. Beavers. 

six foot wide, and have two! 16. Otters. 

calves at atime; the skins | 17. Dogs, but bark not, after 


make good buff, and the flesh the shape of a wolf, and 
as good as beef. foxes smell not; wolves but 
5. Deer. little, neither not fierce. 
6. Foxes. 18: Wolves. 
7. Wild-cats. | 19. Martins, pole-cats, weasels, 
8. Rackoons, as good meat as minks; but these vermin hurt 
lamb. not hens, chickens or eggs, 
9. Passonnes. This beasthath | at any time. 


a bag under her belly into | 20° A little beast like a cony, 
which she takes her young the foxes kill many of them. 
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Birds are these, viz. above twenty-five several kinds. 


. Eagles. 

. Hawks of six several kinds, 
. Partridges many. 

- Wild turkies, some weigh- 
ing sixty pound weight. 

. Red-birds, that sing rarely. 
. Nightingales. 

. Blue-birds, smaller than a 
wren. 

8. Black-birds. 

9. Thrushes. 

10. Heath-cocks. 

11. Swans. 

12. Cranes. 

13. Herons. 





14. Geese. 

15 Brants. 

16. Ducks. 

17. Widgeons. 

18. Dotterels. 

19. Oxeyes. 

20. Parrots. 

21. Pigeons. 

22. Owls. 

Many more that have no En- 
glish names; for one called 
the mock-bird, that counter- 
feits all other several birds’ 
cries and tunes. 


Fish are these in their kind, above thirty sorts, 


1. Cod. 

2. Bass. 

3. Drums six foot long. 

4. Sheepsheads, this fish makes 
broth so like mutton broth, 
that the difference is hardly 
known. 

5. Conger. 

6. Eels. 

7. Trouts. 

8. Mullets. 

9. Plaice. 

10. Grampus. 

. Porpus. 

. Scales. 

. Sturgeons, often foot long. 
. Stingraes. 

. Brets, 





16. White salmon. 
17. Soles. 

18. Herring. 

19. Cony-fish. 

20. Rock-fish. 

21. Lampries. 

22. Craw-fish. 

23. Shads. 

24. Perch. * 

25. Crabs. 

26. Shrimps. 

27. Crecy-fish. 
28. Oysters. 

29. Cockles. 

30. Muscles. 

31. St. George-fish: 
32. Toad-fish. 


Trees above twenty kinds, and many no English names. 


1. Oaks red & white wood. 
2. Ash. 


3. Walnut, two kinds. 
4. Elms. 


7* 


5. Cedar. e 
6. Cypress three fathoms about. 


7. Mulberry trees *Zreat and 
good. 
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8. Chesnut trees. 12. Cherries. 
9. Plum trees of many kinds. | 13. Crahes. 
10. The puchamine tree. 14. Vines. 
11. The laurel. | 15. Sassafras. 


Fruits they have, strawberries, gooseberries, raspberries, mara- 
cokos, puchamines, muskmellons, pumpions, and for fruits 
brought thither and planted. Apples, pears, quinces, apricots, 
peaches ; and many more kinds excellent good, &c. 


CAPT. BYRD’S LETTERS CONTINUED. 
Virginia, March the 29th, 1685. 


To Messrs Perry & Lane. 


Gent.—This serves to accompany Capt. Bradley with Sixty 
one Hds. of Tobacco and 6 of Skins, which I hope will come 
safe to hand. Since my last, I rec’d your acct via Maryland. 
Truly I believe the Wm. & Mary avery hard pennyworth. I wish 
shee gets well home, for shee is a very dull sailer by all repost. 
I am sorry the losse of Sugars keeps mee so far behind hand, 
and Hall comeing in so late the Tobacco was generally bought 
up before his arrivall, so that I fear I shal! make a bad hand of it 
this year, but hope shall send enough to clear all and pay for 
what I have sent for. I have received great complaints of my 
Duffields, the colour is too light, a Darker blew pleases better. 
The trade is plentifully supplyed, and if Ihave not as good Goods 
as others, I must not expect to sell them to any advantage. Great 
rates all ready offered for Tobacco next year, and the planter (if 
God say Amen) designes a great Crop and hath prepared accor- 
dingly. 

Paggen’s concerne have certain intelligence of a negro Ship, 
which will bee here by the last of May, if no extraordinary acci- 
dent intérvene. They offerhigh forthe trade. I believe Tobac- 
co may doe well another year, but I am sure, they that are not ( 
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early supplyed here can expect little, and I am halfe out of heart 
with Hall, unlesse hee comes out a month or two before any 
other. 

Mr. Brain (who hath marryed Mrs. Grendon) pretends great 
matters though I cannot conceive what encouragement they have 
found this year, comeing into the Country in Sept. with 30 Ser- 
vnats and 1000 or £1200 worth of Goods, and could not (not- 
withstanding they took 100 Hhds. fraight) dispatch a small ship 
of about 350 or 360 Hhds. 

If your designe by Barbadoes fails, wee shall bee fairly disap- 
pointed for without Servants or Slaves no great Crop is now to 
bee purchased. 

By Capt. Morgan (who designes to saile with or before this) I 
shall send my Invoice and by him write what’s furthur necessary. 
I hope to hear from you by all opportunitys and shall not trouble 
you farther at present but with my best respects and service take 
leave. 

Gent. your reall fr’d and serv’t, 


W. B. 


Virginia, March 3ist, 1685. 
To Farner HorsmMonpDeEN. 


Worthy Sir,—We received yours by Mr. Brodnax, which was 
a great satisfaction to hear of your and our Children’s Wellfare. 
My wife hath all this year urged mee to send little Nutty home 
to you, to which I have at last condescended, and hope you'll 
please to excuse the trouble. I must confesse she could learne 
nothing good here, in a great family of Negros. Shee comes in 
the Ship Culpeper where the master hath promised shee shall 
want nothing that’s necessary for her. I have writ to Mr. North 
and Mr. Coe to supply her with what necessary’s shee wants. 
I pray God send her safe to you. 

All our friends here are in health but poor Coz Grendon who 
dyed at Sea the 10th of Oct’r last, and my Aunt was marryed 
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again about the latter end of Jan’y to one Mr. Edward Brain a 
Stranger to all here, but pretends to bee worth money, if not the 
Old Woman may thanke herselfe. Capt. Randolph and my selfe 
are Ex’rs for the Estate in Virginia, and they are now about to 
Sue us for the £1500 Jointure Mr. Grendon made her. 

I have lately been at great trouble and charge in building two 
Grist Mills, and therefore intreat you (if it bee possible) to pro- 
cure mee one or two honest millers, though I should bee at some 
more than ordinary charge about them. According to your de- 
sire I have herewith sent you 5 doz. of Muskrat skins and order- 
ed them to be left with Mr. Perry & Lane. ‘My wife and little 
Molly are well and give their duty to yourselfe and mother. 
Praying to God to send us a happy meeting in England, 

* IT remain, worthy sir, 
Your obed’t Son and serv’t, 
W. B. 


Pray give our blessings to our son and daughter. 


Virginia, March 31st, 1685. 
To Mr. CurtstoPpHeR Guiasscocg, per Culpeper. 


Sir,—The good Character I ever rec’d of your person gave me 
much satisfaction that my son was placed under so worthy a 
Tutor, and the good account you give mee of him by your letter 
could not bee unpleasing to mee, but oblidges mee to returne you 
my hearty thanks for your care of him, and hope by no means 
hee may bee discouraged in his fair proceedings. I hope ina 
short time to see my native soile, when I shall not bee wanting 
farther to acknowledge your kindnesse, and till then remain Sir, 

Your oblidged friend to serve you, 
W. B. 


Virginia, March 31st, 1685. 
To Witt, per Culpeper. 


Dear Son,—I rec’d your letter and am glad to hear you are 
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with so good a Master who I hope will see you improve your 
time, and that you bee carefull to serve God as you ought, with- 
out which you cannot expect to doe well here or hereafter. Pray 
bee dutifull to your Godfather and Godmother. Your Mother is 
well, and wee both give you our blessings. Your Sister Ursula 
comes for England with this ship. Your Sister Molly is well 
here. God blesse thee, and send thou mayest live to serve him 
as you ought, is the prayer of your loving father, 


W. B. 


Virginia, June 5th, 1685. 
To my father HornsmonpDeEn. 


Worthy Sir,—My last to you I sent by the Culpeper, with my 
little Nutty, who I hope by this time is near her port. My wife 
(I thanke God) is well and fair for another; in the meantime 
little Molly (who thrives apace) diverts us. 

About 5 weeks since here happened such a deluge that the 
like hath not been heard of in the memory of man; the Water 
overflowing all my plantation, came into my dwelling house. It 
swept away all our fences, destroyed all that was on the ground 
and carryed away the Hills (that were made for Tobacco) with 
all the top of the manured land, and what’s more strange, car- 
ryed away a new Mill (Stones, House and all as they were stand- 
ing) about 150 yds downe the Creeke, and being discovered by 
some of my people, they went with Boats and Ropes, towed her 
backe and moored her within 30 foot of the place shee stood in 
before ; but I am forced to pull her to pieces again. The Water 
hath rained my Crop and most of my neighbours, so that I fear 
wee shall make little this year. All our friends in these parts 
are in health and give you their best respects and service. Pray 
Sir, give mine where due, with our blessings to our Children, 
and accept of our duty to yourselfe and Mother, with many 
hearty thanks for all your favours from, 


Your obedient Son and serv’t, 
W. B. 
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Virginia, June 5th, 1685. 
To Mr. Cog. 


Dear Sir,—I wrote you about 2 months since by Capt. Mor- 
gan which I hope found you well and have made bold to trouble 
you now for some things for my selfe. Pray lett the shoes bee a 
large size bigger than those my Coz. Grendon bought for me 
last year, for I have not had any would fitt me this 2 years, nor 
a hatt, since I had those from you, which makes me now desire 
that trouble of you again. Wee sent you by Col. Hill a token 
to bee spent amongst our friends as formerly. Pray present my 
service to all that aske for mee, and accept of mine with my 
wive’s most unfeignedly to yourselfe and Lady, with our hearty 
thanks for all your favors from 

Dear Sir, your most oblidged fr’d and serv’t, 
W. B. 


Virginia, June 5th, 1685, 
To Mr. Norra: i 


Dear Sir,—My last to you by Ruddes, with the acc’t I sent is 
I hope ere this come safe to hand. I have little now to adde, 
only to acquaint you how affairs goe in these parts. About the 
latter end of Aprill wee had a very great fresh, the biggest that 
has been knowne since the English seated here. The water 
came into my dwelling house and was near 2 foot high in the 
parlor. It destroyed all our plants, carryed away all the fences, 
with much other damage too tedious to bee here mentioned. 
Since which hath been a great drought, that unlesse rain comes 
suddenly, wee (especially hereabouts) can not expect to make 
either Corne or Tobacco. 

The Saddle you sent mee was too dear. There was no girths 
and but single furniture, viz. bridle girths, breastplate and crup- 
per, besides only the Stirrup of a Side Saddle (now returned by 
Capt. Tibbott.) Your Duffields much too light a blew, Beads 
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5d. a pound dearer than others, which are the better than they 
for our trade. Cloth col’d Plains, Starke naught. But enough 
of this. I hope they will be mended next time, and that my In- 
dian trucke may come in early, which may bee an advantage. I 
hope my Tobacco and furres may pay all, otherwise you may 
abate so much of the English Goods sent for (charge interest for 
what’s past (if you please) for I doe not desire to remain in debt, 
Pray pay Mr. Coe what hee is out for mee. Wee sent you a to- 
ken by Col. Hill to bee spent amongst our friends, to whom give 
my best respects and service, and accept the same yourselfe from 
your reall friend and serv’t, 


W. B. 


I am heartily sorry for the death of Coz. Grendon and wish 
you may secure yourselfe in England, for the Old Woman will 
unaccordably carry away all here. 


AN OLD PLATE. 


The following isa copy of an inscription on an old Plate which has 
been very politely left with us for our inspection by James M. Laid- 
ley, Esq., a member of the House of Delegates, from Kanawha, with 
a letter of explanation in these words: 


Ricumonp, Fesrvuary Ist, 1849. 


Dear Sir,—Knowing the lively interest you take in the preser- 
vation of aught that is connected with the early history of our 
Old Commonwealth, I procured, for your inspection, on my way 
to this city, the accompanying plate, which, about three years 
since, was found deposited a few inches below the surface of the 
earth, immediately at the confluence of the Great Kanawha and 
Ohio rivers. 

This curious relique of Louis XV. shows one of the modes he 
adopted of asserting and perpetuating his dominion over Vew 








RSLS 


mou oe 


84 THE VIRGINIA HISTORICAL REGISTER. 


France—which, I think, embraced all that region lying west of 
the Alleghany chain of mountains, and extending from Canada 
to New Orleans—He has bestowed, as you will perceive, upon 
our beautiful Kanawha, the river of the woods, a name, (Chinoda- 
hichetha) which, so far as I can learn “by tale or history,” it has 
never otherwise borne. 
I remain, with high respect, 
Truly yours, 
JAMES M. LAIDLEY. 


I RARES BS rs ES 


Apa) 


To Wm. Maxwe tt, Ese. 





The plate is a flat piece of lead about 12 inches long and 8 inches 
wide, and perhaps about an 3th of an inch thick. It has been some- 
what worn by time and dirt together, but still shows an inscription 
upon it in old French words, all in capitals, and pretty nearly as fol- 
lows: 





L’AN 1749 DV REGNE DE LOVIS XV ROY ODE 
FRANCE NOVS CELORON COMMANDANT DVN DE- 
TACHMENT ENVOIE PAR MONSIEVR LE DUC DE 
CALISSONIERE COMMANDANT GENERAL DE_ LA 
NOVVELLE FRANCE POVR RETABLIR LA TRANQVILLITE 
DANS QVELQVES VILLAGES SAUVAGES DE CES CANTONS 
AVONS ENTERRE CETTE PLAQVE A LENTREE DE LA 
RIVIERE CHINODAHICHETHA LE 18 AOUST 

PRES DE LA RIVIERE OY9* AUTREMENT BELLE 
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RIVIERE POVR MONVMENT DV RENOVVELLEMENT DE l) u 
POSSESSION QVE NOVS AVONS PRIS DE LA DITTE 13 
RIVIERE OYUO ET DE TOVTES CELLES QVE Y TOMBENT 2 
ET DE TOVES LES TERRES DES DEVX COTES JVSQVE St 
AVX SOVRCES DES DITTES RIVIES VINSI QVEN ONT c 
JOVY OV DV JOVIR LES PRECEDENTS ROYS DE FRANCE 
ET QVILS SISONT MAINTENVS. PAR LES ARMES ET ; 
PAR LES TRAITTES SPECIALEMENT PAR CEVX DE rl 
RISVVICK DVTRCHT ET DAIX LA CHPELLE th 
Bo a seal So ener ae Cc 
We may add that the letters of the original are rudely cut, or indent- ci 
ed in the plate, and have manifestly been executed by some illiterate 
hand who has mispelt some words, and mutilated others, till it is rather “ 


difficult to make them out. 
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We subjoin the following translation of the Inscription for the benefit 
of those who may not be acquainted with the French language. 


In the year 1749, in the reign of Louis XV., King of France, we, 
Celoron, Commandant of a Detachment sent by the Duke of Calis- 
soniere, Commandant General of New France, to re-establish tran- 
quillity in some savage villages of these cantons, have interred this 
Plate at the entry of the river Chinodahichetha, the 18th of August, 
near the river Ohio, otherwise Belle Riviere, (or Beautiful River,) for 
a monument of the renewal of possession which we have taken of the 
said river Ohio, and of all those which fall into it, and of all the lands 
on both sides, to the sources of said rivers, as the preceding kings of 
France have, or ought to have enjoyed them, and as they are main- 
tained by arms, and by treaties, and especially by the treaties of Ris- 
wick, of Utrecht, and of Aix La Chapelle. 


THE NATIONAL OBSERVATORY. 


The following article is a copy of the valuable and interesting paper 
which, as we have heretofore stated, was read by Lieut. M. F. Maury, 
Superintendent of the National Observatory at Washington, before 
the Virginia Historical Society at its last Annual Meeting, since filed 
in the Archives; and will be read, we are sure, with great satisfac- 
tion by all who can appreciate its merits. 


There are a few facts relating to the early history of the Ob- 
servatory which I should be glad to have placed among the re- 
cords of this Society. 

They are like the under currents of the ocean, which seldom 
rise to the surface and which generally escape the observation of 
the world, though they bear a most important part in the benifi- 
cent system of aqueous circulation which tempers the frigid and 
cools the torrid zones of the earth, 

These under-tows, whether in the physical or the moral world, 
are felt perhaps, with their true force, only by those whose course 
in life is affected by them. 
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Many of the little events that are passing around us in silence, 
are to constitute the fillings-up of history. They are the under- 
currents, the eddies, and the drifts in the tide of Times, by the 
effects of which the main current is made to pass along down to 
posterity with the proper force, clearness and beauty. 

On taking charge of the National Observatory, my first duty, 
after getting the instruments in proper position and adjustment, 
was to train a corps of observers. As soon as this was done, I 
began to cast about for that plan of operations, which should be 
the most useful to the world and creditable to the country. 

The Sun and Moon, the planets, and certain fixed stars of the 
larger magnitudes, called fundamental stars, have been the subjects 
of observation ever since practical Astronomy assumed the char- 
acter of an exact science. It is nevertheless necessary to con- 
tinue observations upon them, in order to obtain the requisite 
data for the American Nautical Almanac: But the time required 
for this would afford full employment neither to the instruments 
nor the observers. What then should be done with the spare 
time? Should it be left unoccupied: or should we follow the 
example of most of the Government Observatories in Europe, 
and fill it up with observations on the stars at random having 
neither definite object, aim or system in view? The genius of 
our Institutions and the habit of thought among the American 
people forbade this. For to the honor of the one and the glory 
of the other, be it said, they are eminently utilitarian and prac- 
tical in their exactions. 

When the American people in their national character under- 
take anything, they never do it by halves. Their National Ob- 
servatory is furnished with a most splendid set of instruments. 
There is but one observatory in the world superior to it in this 
respect. And when I was ordered to the charge of it, I felt that 
a heavy responsibility had been imposed upon me. It is a post 
that I never sought, but being assigned to it in the line of duty, 
I could not as an officer decline with propriety. I knew that 
the public expected it so to be conducted as to afford results the 
most useful to the world and creditable to the country. There- 
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fore, besides the observations already alluded to, I resolved to 
give effect to a favorite idea, and to commence a catalogue of the 
stars upon a plan which, when complete, would afford a work 
which I thought would not be altogether unworthy of the Nation. 

With splendid instruments, and industrious observers; with 
beautiful skies, and more of the heavens above us than they in 
Europe have, arrangements were commenced for a catalogue of 
the starry host upon a larger scale, and a more comprehensive 
plan than had ever before been attempted by any single astrono- 
mer. The want of such a work as a book of reference for As- 
tronomers, has been felt for ages. 

[ do not mean to intimate that there are no catalogues of stars : 
but I mean to say there is no catalogue of the stars that are visi- 
ble at any one place. Nor is there any one catalogue, which, 
besides magnitude, R. A. and Declination, gives also colour, 
angle of position and distance, with maps of the binary systems, 
and clusters of the stars with drawings of the Nebulae. There 
are catalogues, too numerous to mention; but the most exten- 
sive are Lalande’s, Struve’s and Bessel’s. 

Lalande’s was commenced in 1789 and ended in 1801: It ex- 
tends from the North Pole to the Tropic of Capricorn, and con- 
tains about 50,000 stars, but it gives position and size only down 
to the ninth magnitude. Bessel commenced in 1821 and finished 
in 1833. He worked from 45° N. to 15° S. Declination, and 
obtained a list of about 75,000 stars to which he assigned posi- 
tion and magnitude only. 

Struve’s is the most extensive catalogue, by far, of the double 
stars. It gives magnitude, colour, angle of position and dis- 
tance ; but it does not pretend to be a complete catalogue even 
of all the double stars that are visible in Russia; and yet it is 
considered as one of the most valuable contributions of the age 
to Astronomy. 

The plan finally adopted for the Washington Catalogue, was 
to penetrate regularly and systematically with some one of our 
powerful telescopes, every point of space in the visible heavens, 
for the purpose not only of determining accurately the position 
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of every star, cluster, and nebula, that the instruments can reach, 
but for the purpose also of recording magnitude and colour, with 
angle of position and distance of binary stars, and of making 
drawings and giving descriptions of all clusters and nebulae. 
And for this, arrangements were commenced in 1845. 

Now it may be asked, why make this work so extensive ? Why 
comprehend in it objects that never have been, and never can be 
seen by the naked eye? 

The answer is ready with reasons abundant. The heavens 
like the earth, are obedient to the great law of change. The 
stars are undergoing perpetual change, some change their posi- 
tion, some vary in magnitude, some in colour, and some have 
blazed forth like flaming meteors in the sky, dazzled the world, 
and then disappeared forever. 

The appearance of a new star in the firmament induced Hip- 
parchus before the Christian era to undertake the first catalogue, 
which although lost to the world was productive of great practi- 
cal good. Ptolemy is said to have borrowed over freely from it. 

In November 1572, a star appeared all at once in great splen- 
dor. It surpassed Sirius in brilliancy, and was brighter than 
Jupiter in perigee. It could be seen in the day time, with the 
naked eye, and after two years it passed away and disappeared. 
Its place in the sky is now vacant. It induced Tycho Brahe to 
undertake his catalogue. 

It may be that there is now, at this very time in the firmament 
above, a world on fire. , Argus, a well known star in the South- 
ern hemisphere, has suddenly blazed forth, and from a star of the 
2nd or 3rd magnitude, now glares with the brilliancy of the 
first. 

It is man’s boast that he was made to look aloft; for his alone 
is the privilege to pry into “ Nature’s infinite book of secresy,” 
and can it be, therefore profitless to him and of no value to pos- 
terity to survey the skies, map the stars and contemplate “ the 
eternal flowers of heaven ?” 

The generation that succeeds is always wiser than that which 
precedes ; for this begins with knowledge, advancement, and 
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discovery where that left off. Our ancestors gathered facts, and 
recorded observations, which in our hands have become clues 
guiding to knowledge, or leading to discovery. Shall we do 
less ? He who has the privilege of interrogating nature in the 
name of society, and yet fails to preserve her answers, is regard- 
ed by the scientific world as one who betrays his trust, and 
thereby wrongs the living and defrauds posterity. 


In 1795, Lalande saw a star, and entered it upon his catalogue. 
In 1847 it was discovered at the Washington Observatory that 
that star was the planet Neptune. Thus, by the fidelity of that 
observer, and the means of his catalogue, we are enabled to 
know at once what otherwise we should have had to wait fifty 
years to learn. But forthat observation of Lalande, astronomers 
would have had to wait half a century for data to enable them to 
determine the orbit of that planet as accurately as Mr. Walker, 
formerly an assistant at the National Observatory, has done in 
consequence of the discovery there. 

Perhaps the most exquisitely beautiful objects in the heavens, 
are the double stars, with their contrast of colors. When the 
telescope is turned upon these objects, the most richly colored 
orange star may be seen dancing along with its companion of 
bright green, orsmalt blue. They are arranged in pairs or groups, 
with their components diversified with almost all the colors of 
the rainbow. 

It was a long time a question whether these stars were really 
double, or only optically so. It was thought they appeared dou- 
ble, only because they happened to be situated nearly in the 
same direction ; that one was placed at an infinite distance be- 
yond the other. It was said, therefore, that they appeared opti- 
cally near each other only, like lamps afar off in a dark night, 
which, though at a great distance apart, appear close together to 
one who sees them nearly in the same straight line. 


These stars are so remote from us, that a snail might travel at 
his usual gait many times around the earth, before that type of 
velocity with us, a cannon ball, could reach the nearest of them. 
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How then could it ever be ascertained whether they were physi- 
cally double, or only optically so? 

Catalogues and the resources of science have enabled astron- 
omers to settle the question. 

If while looking at the leaves on the trees of a forest, I hold 
up a dime at a certain distance before me, I will see that it hides 
certain leaves. If now I hold a dollar at the same place, I will 
find that the additional leaves hid by it, will exceed, many times 
in number the first, because the leaves are situated one beyond 
the other. They are optically close together; and the additional 
space optically hid by the dollar is much larger than that hid 
only by the dime. 

Now apply this test to the double stars. Take the space in 
the heavens about each star, that would be hid by a pin’s head 
when held at a convenient distance for vision, and count the 
stars that would be included within the space so hid. Now hold 
a half dime at the same distance from the eye, and count the addi- 
tional stars hid by it. 

The first will be found to exceed the last in numbers many 
times. Thus the probability was established that these stars were 
in physical and not in mere optical connection. The Telescope 
was now brought to bear. Observations were made and record- 
ed in Catalogues, and, after the lapse of years, it was discovered 
that many of these stars were suns actually revolving about each 
other. 

Thus systems in which there are many suns and the most 
complicated motions have been detected. In some, one sun re- 
volves about another. In others, one pair of suns is seen revolv- 
ing about each other, and they two around another pair. Some 
have suns of sapphire blue, emerald green, orange yellow, or 
flaming red. And there, instead of having the alternations of 
light and darkness as we have here, it may be supposed that their 
days and nights alternate with blue, green, red or yellow light, 
according to the color of the sun which may be in the ascen- 
dant. 

There may be some ready to say,—though I am sure there are 
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none such here,—of what good is it to us to know that there 
be suns among the stars, and days of different hues, in the re- 
mote regions of space! I hold myself to be a utilitarian of the 
strictest sect. But I regard every fact that man can gather from 
the physical world, to be of value. In the book of nature we 
see God’s own hand-writing; and there is not to be found 
throughout his handy work, a single fact, word or syllable which 
does not relate to the destiny of man. We may not understand 
its bearings or comprehend its import, but it is not because it is 
without meaning,— it is because we are not wise enough to read 
the interpretation thereof. We have received more than any 
generation ever received of its ancestors, for the generation that 
preceded us had its own treasures of knowledge added to all 
that it received from the world before, to hand down to us. As 
we have received more, we are required to give more. There- 
fore, let us interrogate nature diligently for her laws, and for 
facts which are the expounders of her laws, feeling assured that 
the course of Man is upward and onward, and that if we our- 
selves can make nothing of her answers, there may be DANIELS 
coming after us, who will have the wisdom to read them aright, 
be they in characters never so strange and incomprehensible 
to us. 

It is a part of the plan of the American Catalogue accurately 
to determine distance and angle of position of thé double stars,— 
to record magnitude, color, right ascension and declination, and 
so enable those who come after us hundreds or thousands of 
years hence to compare their observations with ours and to de- 
termine therefrom the orbits and Anni Magni of these wonderful 
suns and curious systems. The oldest of the observations of 
this kind that have been handed to us, are too recent, in com- 
parison with the myriads of our years which some of these suns 
require to complete a single revolution, to enable us to deter- 
mine any thing as to their periods. 

Perhaps of all the objects in the sky, the Nebulae are the most 
wonderful and mysterious. We may trace them up through the 
telescope from shapes the most fantastical to forms the most 
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symmetrical and graceful. They are beyond the reach of the 
unaided eye. But with the telescope turned in a certain direc- 
tion, we may see a mere sploch of curious light, presenting a 
Nebula without form, and apparantly void;—with the telescope 
in another direction, we will see them beginning to assume reg- 
ularity of outline, with marks of aggregation and condensation, 
as though they were in process of formation, and these several 
shapes were merely the nebulous stuff in differentstages of growth. 
Some have the graceful convolutions of the smoke curl,— 
some are spiral,—some are rent in pieces as though they were 
curdling into more dense aggregations of matter; these leave 
black rents in the sky, through which stars are often seen to 
peep out from the darkness apparently at an immense distance 
beyond. Following them on, we trace them up into the circu- 
lar form, with marks of condensation about the centre; then 
comes the globular appearance, with a decided nucleus; and 
finally, we come across the perfectly formed star, surrounded 
with a thin haze of nebulous matter, as though it had not yet 
all been quite condensed into the shining substance of the star. 

The oldest observation upon these wonderful objects is of too 
recent a date to tell us anything as to their changes and growth, 
if growth they have. 

The Catalogue contemplates accurate drawings of the Nebu- 
lae and the leaving by this means to posterity, the clue to that 
knowledge, with regard to this class of objects, which we our- 
selves would be so glad to have. 

Under the space penetrating powers of the telescope many of 
these objects are resolved into stars. Among the clusters are to 
be seen at one view and in asingle spot not larger than Ahab’s 
Cloud, aggregations of stars, far exceeding in number all that 
the unaided eye of man ever beheld in the azure vault above. 

God “‘ by his spirit hath garnished the heavens.’ But it is not 
until one of these gorgeous clusters is seen through the tele- 
scope, that one can feel in its full force the prophet’s say- 
ing—‘ The host of Heaven cannot be numbered.” 

‘ Canst thou bind the sweet influences of the Pleiades ?” 
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It may be that catalogues and the telescope have enabled us 
to see, though darkly, the scope of the Almighty question. 

By means of catalogues, it has been discovered that the stars 
in a certain quarter of the heavens are getting optically closer 
and closer together, while those in an opposite quarter, are ap- 
parently separating from each other and getting wider apart, 
precisely in the same way as though we were receding from the 
one set and approaching the other. 

This, therefore, suggested the idea, that our system itself might 
be moving in obedience to the influences cf some vast center of 
revolution in the remote regions of space. And it has recently 
been shown, with such verisimilitude as to throw the onus of 
proof upon those who deny the conclusion :—that the sun with 
its splendid retinue of planets, satellites and comets is in motion 
about a center inconceivably remote ; that though we are moving 
about it at the rate of many millions of miles in a year, the pe- 
riod is so immense, the distance from the center to the circum- 
ference of the orbit so great, as to require myriads and myriads 
of ages to complete a revolution. nd that center is in the di- 
rection of the star Alcyon, ONE OF THE PLEIADES. Who, there- 
fore, can ‘‘ bind those sweet influences,” which guide the sun and 
moon and earth through the trackless regions of space, and hold 
them so they fall not? 

To me the simple passage through the Transit instrument of 
a star across the meridian is the height of astronomical sublimity. 

At the dead hour of the night, when the world is hushed in 
sleep and all is still ; when there is not a sound to be heard save 
the dead beat escapement of the clock, counting with hollow 
voice the footsteps of time in his ceaseless round, I turn to the 
Ephemeris and find there, by calculation made years ago, that 
when that clock tells a certain hour, a star which I never saw 
will be in the field of the telescope for a moment, flit through 
and then disappear. The instrument is set ;—the moment ap- 
proaches and is intently awaited ;—I look ;—the star mute with 
eloquence that gathers sublimity from the silence of the night, 
comes smiling and dancing into the field, and at the instant pre- 
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dicted, even to the fraction of a second, it makes its transit and is 
gone! With emotions too deep for the organs of speech, the 
heart swells out with unutterable anthems; we then see that 
there 7s harmony in the heavens above; and though we cannot 
hear, we feel ‘‘ the music of the spheres.” 

The time is recorded and the declination being determined, 
the star is entered in the Catalogue, there to stand as a record 
forever of its magnitude and position for that day and hour. 
Thus for every star, a point will be given from which in time to 
come, Astronomers may reckon its motions. 

When the sky is clear, there is every night, and all night long, 
an eye at every telescope in the observatory, working for this 
Catalogue; and that no star shall escape us, the part of the 
heavens that is gone over to-night, is re-explored to-morrow 
night by fresh observers with different instruments. Thus every 
star is to be seen at least twice, by two observers, and on two 
occasions ; so that in time to come, it may be said by astrono- 
mers, such a star was in the heavens at the date of the Wash- 
ington Catalogue, because it is in that work ; but it has since 
disappeared, because it is not now in the heavens; or, such a 
star which is now visible was not so at the date of the Washing- 
ton Catalogue, because it is not in that work. 

Already, as the result of the first year’s work, about 15,000 
stars have been observed for the Catalogue; most of which are 
new. 

Should this work be carried on and completed according to 
the original plan, the time may come when facts connected with 
the history of it will not be altogether without interest. 

Here is an official order in relation to it. 


“Navy Department, Marca 6ru, 1846. 


Sir,—Desirous that the numerous and able corps employed at 
the National Observatory, at Washington, may produce results 
important to maratime science, and to the Navy, I approve 
your course in making the series of Astronomical Observations, 
more immediately necessary for the preparation of a Nautical 
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The country expects, also, that the Observatory will make ad- 
equate contributions to Astronomical science. The most cele- 
brated European Catalogues of the Stars, “‘ Bessel’s Zone Ob- 
servations’ and ‘ Struve’s Dorpat Catalogue” of double stars, 
having extended to only fifteen degrees South of the Equator, 
and the Washington Observatory, by its geographical position, 
commanding a zone of fifteen degrees further South; and being 
provided with all instruments requisite for extending these cata- 
logues, you are hereby authorized and directed to enter upon the 
observation of the heavens commencing at the lowest parallel of 
South Declination, which you may find practicable. You will 
embrace in your Catalogue all stars even of the smallest magni- 
tude which your instruments can accurately observe. You will, 
when convenient, make duplicate observations of stars for each 
Catalogue ; and, when time permits, you will determine with 
precision, by the Meridian instruments, the position of the prin- 
cipal stars in each pair or multiple of stars. 

Simultaneously with these observations, you will, as far as 
practicable, determine the positions of such stars as have differ- 
ent declinations or right ascensions assigned to them in the most 
aqcredited Ephemerides. 

You will, from time to time, report directly to this Department 
the progress of the work. 

Respectfully, yours, 
(Signed GEORGE BANCROFT. 


Lieut. M. F. Maury, 
Superintendent of the Observatory, Washington.” 


The foregoing is a true copy of a letter printed in the Appen- 
dix to the ‘‘ Washington Astronomical Observations.” 


J. S. Kennarp, 
Passed Mid’n U. 8. Navy. 


This order is the surface current, and without looking deeper, 
it may hereafter be construed into the original firstidea. Its date 
is ‘‘ March 6;” but here is the little under current which took its 
rise two months before, and makes the upper one clear. 


“ ORDER 


OBSERVATIONS FOR 1846. 


A regular series to be kept up on Polaris, «Lyrae, and 61 Cygni, 
and on the Sun, Moon and Planets; and by the West Transit on 
the Moon culminators of the Nautical Almanac. 
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At least ten observations with each of the Meridional instru- 
ments are to be made on every Nautical Almanac Star visible 
during the year. 

The list of clock stars to be revised. The Prime Vertical will 
continue its observations upon «Lyrae daily ; and upon 61 Cygni, 
and m Lacertae, as soon as the last two shall be in position. It 
will also observe upon as many stars of the first or second mag- 
nitude as practicable, and will catalogue between the Zenith and 
30° N. Declination. 

The Meridian and Mural Circles will catalogue in alternate 
belts of 5° Declination, the former commencing with 45° South, 
and extending to 35° South; one observation upon each star, 
cluster, and nebula will suffice for the Catalogue in this part of 
the heavens. 

The West Transit will sweep in belts adjoining the Mural. 

Each instrument will number its own stars, beginning with 
No. 1, and will also quote magnitudes of the stars (standards for 
which have been given) and assign weight to every observation. 

ry’ M. F. MAURY. 

January 5th, 1846.” 


The above is a true copy of an order printed in the Appendix 
to the ‘‘ Washington Astronomical Observations.” 
J. S. KENNARD, 
Passed Mid’n U. S. Navy. 


I have therefore chosen, gentlemen, to take this memorial 
from its humble place in the Observatory, to bring it with me, 
and ask to have it placed on record here with the Historical 
Society of my native State. It may be useless—we cannot tell. 
It is our duty to keep the stream of history as it passes by us, 
pure and clear; and then, we can safely leave the rest to time. 


A THOUGHT. 


A happy lot must sure be his, 
The lord, not slave of things, 
Who values life by what it is, 
And not by what it brings.—J. Sterling. 
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ORIGINAL LETTERS. 


FROM GENERAL WASHINGTON TO COL. BASSETT. 


FREDERICKSBURG IN THE STATE OF New York, 
October 30th, 1778. 


This letter from General Washington to the late Col. Burwell 
Bassett of New Kent, is copied from the original in the possession of a 
lady of this city, (a grand-niece of the writer.) who has, very obli- 
gingly, permitted us to publish it in our work. 


Dear Sir,—By Mr. Custis I took the liberty of requesting the 
favor of you to set a value upon the Stock of every kind belong- 
ing to me at Claiborne ; except the Horses and Plantation Uten- 
sils which I have given to him—TI have wrote to him (of this 
date) proposing that he should take all the Corn, Wheat and 
Provender for the Cattle, so soon as it can be ascertained, at such 
prices as you shall affix; and if he agrees to it, I shall be much 
obliged to you for conferring this additional favor on me. 

It will be better for both of us, that there should be but one 
Interest on the Plantation ; and that the property thereon should 
not be separated, which necessarily would be the case, if he was 
to stock it for the use of the Negroes and Cattle, while the Grain 
and Provender raised thereon remained mine, and kept distinct 
from his waiting for occasional Markets. The Cotton, I expect 
Mrs. Washington will require for her own use; and trust that 
the Tobacco will be stripped, prized and Inspected with all the 
dispatch possible ; after which, and paying Davenport his share, 
I have directed Mr. Hill to put the rest into your hands, and shall 
be obliged to you for selling it for me, in the same manner, and 
at the same time you do your own. 

I shall make no apology, my dear Sir, for giving you this trou- 
ble, especially as Mrs. Washington in a late letter informs me 
(but I had no doubt of it before) that you would readily render 
me any services of this kind in your power. 


9 
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We still remain in a disagreeable state of suspense respecting 
the intentions of the Enemy. There are reasons for and against 
a total evacuation of New York. I ought rather to have said, 
there are circumstances and evidences for and against it—for 
reason will allow no alternative, so clearly does it point out the 
absurdity of an Ideal conquest of the United States, and the 
folly of longer continuing in their present fruitless pursuits. A 
few days now, must, I think, develope Sir Henry’s views, as they 
have advanced a hundred and fifty transports with Troops, stores 
&c., to Sandy Hook ready for sea, and are still going on in their 
Imbarkation. 

Our affairs now, are, I think, so far reduced to a certainty, that 
nothing but our own want of Virtue, or palpable mismanage- 
ment, can overset or injure our Independence—but here, that is, 
in this want of Virtue, we have a many-headed Monster to en- 
counter, and unless forestallers and engrossers can be hung up 
to view as Enemies of the worst kind, and punished in the most 
exemplary and conspicuous manner, the most fatal consequen- 
ces, in my Opinion, are yet to be dreaded. But correct this evil 
and continue resolutely, and frequently, to keep up the credit of 
the Money, and there is not a doubt, but under the Smiles of 
that Providence which has never yet forsaken us, we shall go 
triumphantly through this great struggle.* 

My compliments to all enquiring friends. 

Dr Sir your Obed’t Serv’t, 
G. WASHINGTON. 

* The words and letters printed in italics are not in the original, 


but have been supplied to fill some small vacancies in it, (owing to 
the present state of the paper,) and to complete the sense. 


FROM RICHARD HENRY LEE TO ——-——. 


We copy this letter from the original in the archives of the Virginia 
Historical Society, to which it has been, very politely, transmitted by 
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Joseph Segar, Esq., of Hampton, with a letter of introduction which 
we also copy: 
Hampton, Dec. 26ru, 1848. 


My Dear Sir,—Looking over my old papers a few days since, 
I met with the enclosed original letter of Richard Henry Lee, 
presented to me some fifteen or twenty years ago, by a friend 
who is no longer “in the land of the living.” The history of 
the document I have forgotten ; nor do I retain even the name 
of the person to whom it was addressed. 

Supposing that it may be interesting as a relic of the eminent 
Orator and Statesman whose name it bears, and that it may throw 
some light upon the political history of the times to which it re- 
fers; and desiring to commit it to a safer depository than the 
keeping of a private individual, I have determined to hand it over 
to the Virginia Historical Society, to which it may prove ac- 
ceptable. 

Committing it to you, as the Secretary of the Society, I am, 

Very respectfully and faithfully, yours, 


JOS. SEGAR. 
Wa. Maxwett, Ese. 


Cuantitty, May THE 26TH, 1788. 


Dear Sir,—The manner in which we have together struggled 
for the just rights of human nature, with the friendly correspon- 
dence that we have maintained, entitles us, I hope, to the most 
unreserved confidence in each other upon the subject of human 
rights and the liberty of our country. It is probable that your- 
self, no more than I do, propose to be hereafter politically en- 
gaged ; neither therefore expecting to gain or fearing to lose, 
the candid part of mankind will admit us to be impartial Judges, 
at least, of the arduous business that calls you to Richmond on 
the 2nd of next month. 

I do not recollect to have met with a sensible and candid man 
who has not admitted that it would be both safer and better if 
amendments were made to the Constitution proposed for the 
government of the U. States; but the friends to the idea of 
amendments divide about the mode of obtaining them—some 
thinking that a second Convention might do the business, whilst 
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others fear that the attempt to remedy by another Convention 
would risk the whole. I have been informed that you wished 
amendments, but disliked the plan of another Convention. The 
just weight that you have sir in the councils of your Country 
may put it in your power to save from arbitrary rule a great and 
free people. I have used the words Arbitrary Rule because great 
numbers fear that this will be the case, when they consider that 
it may be so under the new proposed system, and reflect on the 
unvarying progress of power in the hands of frail man. To ac- 
complish the ends of society by being equal to contingencies 
infinite, demands the deposit of power great and extensive in- 
deed in the hands of rulers. So great, asto render abuse proba- 
ble, unless prevented by the most careful precautions: among 
which, the freedom and frequency of elections, the liberty of the 
Press, the Trial by Jury, and the Independency of the Judges, 
seem to be so capital and essential; that they ought to be se- 
cured by a Bill of Rights to regulate the discretion of rulers ina 
legal way, restraining the progress of ambition and avarice within 
just bounds. Rulers must act by subordinate agents generally, 
and however the former may be secure from the pursuits of Jus- 
tice, the latter are forever kept in check by the trial by Jury 
where that exists “in all its rights.” This most excellent secu- 
rity against oppression, is an universal, powerful and equal pro- 
tector of all. But the benefit to be derived from this system is 
most effectually to be obtained from a well informed and enlight- 
ened people. Here arises the necessity for the freedom of the 
Press, which is the happiest organ of communication ever yet 
devised, the quickest and surest means of conveying intelligence 
to the human mind. [am grieved to be forced to think, after 
the most mature consideration of the subject, that the proposed 
Constitution leaves the three essential securities before stated, 
under the mere pleasure of the new rulers! And why should it 
be so sir, since the violation of these cannot be necessary to good 
government, but will be always extremely convenient for bad. 
It is a question deserving intense consideration, whether the 
State sovereignties ought not to be supported, perhaps in the 
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way proposed by Massachusetts in their Ist, 3d, and 4th amend- 
ments. Force and opinion seem to be the two ways alone by 
which men can be governed—the latter appears the most proper 
for a free people—but remove that, and obedience, I apprehend, 
can only be found to result from fear, the offspring of force. If 
this be so, can opinion exist among the great mass of mankind 
without competent knowledge of those who govern, and can 
that knowledge take place in a country so extensive as the terri- 
tory of the U. States which is stated by Capt. Hutchins at a mil- 
lion of square miles, whilst the empire of Germany contains but 
192,000, and the kingdom of France but 163,000 square miles. 
The almost infinite variety of climates, soils, productions, man- 
ners, customs and interests renders this still more difficult for the 
general government of one Legislature; but very practicable to 
Confederated States united for mutual safety and happiness, 
each contributing to the federal head such a portion of its sov- 
ereignty as would render the government fully adequate to these 
purposes and no more. The people would govern themselves 
more easily, the laws of each State being well adapted to its own 
genius and circumstances; the liberties of the U. States would 
probably be more secure than under the proposed plan, which, 
carefully attended to will be found capable of annihilating the 
State sovereignties by perishing the operations of their State 
governments under the general Legislative right of commanding 
Taxes without restraint. So that the productive revenues that 
the States may happily fall upon for their own support, can be 
seized by superior power supported by the Congressional Courts 
of Justice, and by the sacred obligation of Oath imposed on all 
the State Judges to regard the laws of Congress as supreme over 
the laws and Constitutions of the States! Thus circumstanced 
we shall probably find resistance vain, and the State governments 
as feeble and contemptible as was the Senatorial power under 
the Roman Emperors. The name existed but the thing was gone. 
I have observed sir that the sensible and candid friends of the 
proposed plan agree that amendments would be proper, but fear 
the consequences of another Convention. I submit the follow- 
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ing as an effectual compromise between the majorities, and the 
formidable minorities that generally prevail. 

It seems probable that the determinations of four States will 
be materially influenced by what Virginia shall do. This places 
a strong obligation on our country to be unusually cautious and 
circumspect in our Conventional conduct. The mode that [ 
would propose is something like that pursued by the Convention 
Parliament of England in 1688. In our ratification insert plain- 
ly and strongly such amendments as can be agreed upon, and 
say; that the people of Virginia do insist upon and mean to re- 
tain them as their undoubted rights and liberties which they in- 
tend not to part with; and if these are not obtained and secured 
by the mode pointed out in the 5th article of the Convention 
plan in two years after the meeting of the new Congress, that 
Virginia shall be considered as disengaged from this ratification. 
In the 5th article it is stated that two thirds of Congress may 
propose amendments, which being approved by three fourths of 
the Legislatures become parts of the Constitution—So that the 
new Congress may obtain the amendments of Virginia without 
risking the convulsion of Conventions. Thus the beneficial parts 
of the new system may be retained, and a just security be given 
for Civil Liberty; whilst the friends of the system will be grati- 
fied in what they say is necessary, to wit, the putting the gov- 
ernment in motion, when, as they again say, amendments may 
and ought to be made. The good consequences resulting from 
this method will probably be, that the undetermined States may be 
brought to harmonize, and the formidable minorities in many as- 
senting States be quieted by so friendly and reasonable an ac- 
commodation. In this way may be happily prevented the per- 
petual opposition that will inevitably follow (the total adoption 
of the plan) from the State Legislatures; and united exertions 
take place. In the formation of these amendments Localities 
ought to be avoided as much as possible. The danger of Mo- 
nopolized Trade may be avoided by calling for the consent of 3 
fourths of the U. States on regulations of Commerce. The trial 
by Jury to be according to the course of proceeding in the State 
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where the cause criminal or civil is tried, and confining the Su- 
preme federal Court to the jurisdiction of Law excluding Fact. 
To prevent surprises, and the fixing of injurious laws, it would 
seem to be prudent to declare against the making perpetual laws 
until the experience of two years at least shall have vouched 
their utility. It being much more easy to get a good Law con- 
tinued than a bad one repealed. The amendments of Massa- 
chusetts appear to be good so far as they go, except the 2nd and 
extending the 7th to foreigners as weil as the Citizens of other 
States in this Union. For their adoption the aid of that power- 
ful State may be secured. The freedom of the Press is by no 
means sufficiently attended to by Massachusetts, nor have they 
remedied the want of responsibility by the impolitic combina- 
tions of President and Senate. No person, I think, can be 
alarmed at that part of the above proposition which proposes our 
discharge if the requisite amendments are not made; because, 
in all human probability it will be the certain means of securing 
their adoption for the following reasons—N. C., N. Y., R. I. and 
N. H. are the 4 States that are to determine after Virginia, and 
there being abundant reason to suppose that they will be much 
influenced by our determination ; if they, or 3 of them join us, 
I presume it cannot be fairly imagined that the rest, suppose 9, 
will hesitate a moment to make amendments which are of a gen- 
eral nature, clearly for the safety of Civil Liberty against the fu- 
ture designs of despotism to destroy it; and which indeed is 
requir’d by at least half of most of those States who have adop- 
ted the new Plan; and which finally obstruct not good but bad 
government. 

It does appear to me, that in the present temper of America, 
if the Massachusetts amendments, with those herein suggested 
being added, and were inserted in the form of our ratification as 
before stated, that Virginia may safely agree, and I believe that 
the most salutary consequences would ensue. I am sure that 
America and the World too look with anxious expectation at us, 
if we change the Liberty that we have so well deserved for elec- 
tive Despotism we shall suffer the evils of the change while we 
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labor under the contempt of mankind—I pray sir that God may 
bless the Convention with wisdom, maturity of counsel, and con- 
stant care of the public liberty; and that he may have you in 
his holy keeping. I find that as usual, I have written to you a 
long letter—but you are good, and the subject is copious—I like 
to reason with a reasonable man, but I disdain to notice those 
scribblers in the newspapers altho’ they have honored me with 
their abuse—My attention to them will never exist whilst there 
is a Cat or a Spaniel in the House! 
With very great esteem and regard 
I have the honor to be Dear Sir 
Your most obedient servant, 
RICHARD HENRY LEE. 


THE LATE MR. LEIGH. 


Since the date of our last number, a noble spirit, long and well 
known amongst us in the manly form of Benjamin Watkins 
Leigh, has passed away from our city and State forever. Yet 
not entirely ; for his memory stil] remains with us, to honor 
and cherish as we ought,—to celebrate with due praise,— 
and to embalm, with grateful veneration, in al} our hearts. 

Mr. Leigh was undoubtedly one of the most distinguished men 
of his time ;—an able lawyer—an eloquent speaker—a superior 
statesman, and withal a truly honest and honorable man. The 


splendor of his public character was enhanced by the softer ra- . 


diance of his private life, and his talents and virtues together 
always rightly aimed and strenuously exerted, seemed to sanc- 
tion the far-and-wide-spread reputation which he had so fairly 
won, and so properly enjoyed. As a politician, more particu- 
larly, we believe he was generally considered as the most per- 
fectly upright and disinterested actor on the stage; and in this 
opinion of him we cordially unite. | For ourselves at least, 
we always regarded him as, in many respects, the very 
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model of a public man; and we love to recall his image now as 
that of a true patriot of the old Roman, or, we would rather say, 
of the old Virginian stamp—all for his country and nothing for 
himself. He was, indeed, eminently and almost peculiarly Vir- 
ginian in allhistraits. It is true he loved his country—his whole 
country—and he appreciated, no doubt, our glorious Union at 
its own priceless value ; but he loved his native State with a first 
and filial affection which Nature herself had infused into his 
breast, from his earliest years, and which nothing but death, at 
last, could ever subdue. He loved her, indeed, even we must say, 
in some points, “‘ not wisely, but too well ;” for he was, we believe, 
warmly and zealously attached to all her institutions, with all the 
principles and even prejudices—worn out in the minds of many 
but still fresh in his heart—embedded in them ; and which he de- 
lighted to blazon, with all the various powers of his vigorous and 
discursive genius. In the Convention, accordingly, where he 
was undoubtedly the leading member of the Conservative party, 
he contended earnestly and zealously, and with a degree of abil- 
ity and eloquence rarely equalled, for the old basis of our polity 
as established at the revolution, without any new-fangled inno- 
vations, and with only such moderate and reasonable changes as 
time and circumstances had rendered absolutely and indispensa- 
bly necessary and proper. In this spirit, he was for retaining 
our county courts, freehold suffrage, and such a scale of repre- 
sentation as should secure the rights and property of the East, 
from the hard taxation, and from all the possible and imaginable 
aggression of the West. Itwas here, accordingly, that ‘‘ he beam- 
ed himself,”’—put out all his rays,-and culminated, we may 
say, in the very highest ascension of his public character and 
fame. 

And yet, we are disposed to think, that his services in the en- 
suing session of the Legislature were hardly less substantial and 
important. It was here, at least, as we thought at the time, that 
his parliamentary talents appeared to the greatest advantage ; 
and we readily award him the highest praise. He was not, in- 
deed, we should say, a fine and fascinating speaker, or a dexte- 
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rous manager, like a Townshend, or a Canning; but he was 
certainly a free, forcible, and fertile debater, like a Fox, or a 
Brougham, (but with points of his own;) and always ready to 
pour out a stream of earnest and impassioned reasoning on all 
the various subjects or cases that came upon him, or across him, 
in the course of business in the House. It was still, however, 
chiefly on legal questions and topics, that he displayed his su- 
perior ability; and he certainly took the best course to secure 
his fame by entwining it, as he did, permanently, and we trust 
perennially, with the laws of the land. 

We are not writing a memoir, but only a mere notice of the 
deceased, and can only allude to the signal and splendid honor 
which he afterwards attained when he was called by the unani- 
mous vote of both Houses of the General Assembly, to under- 
take an important and interesting mission of conciliation to the 
sovereign State of South Carolina, then on the perilous edge of 
a conflict with the national authority of the United States ; and, 
aided no doubt by other and stronger influences, most happily 
succeeded in preserving peace between the high contending 
parties, with the perfect honor of both, and with the general ap- 
probation of all for the part which he had so gracefully per- 
formed. And here, to our minds, if Providence had pleased, 
might have been a beautiful and becoming close of his public 
life ; but he was reserved for another scene, and a different exit. 
We refer here to his subsequent elevation to the Senate of the 
United States; where it might seem that he was at last in his 
proper sphere, and where he did indeed shime out, on several 
occasions, with great lustre ; but where, under the peculiar cir- 
cumstances in which he was placed, he had hardly time or scope 
for the full display of all his faculties; and could only remain 
long enough to “ signalize,” as he said, his inflexible opposition 
to what he deemed the assumption of arbitrary power, and to 
prove his own indomitable fidelity to the constitution of his coun- 
try ;—when he felt himself compelled, by private and pressing 
considerations, to resign his seat, and retire once more, and 
finally, to the shades of private life. 
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It may be fairly inferred from this slight account of him, that 
Mr. Leigh could not have been destitute of that principle which 
another eminent jurist and statesman has lately pronounced to 
be an “indispensable element in any great human charac- 
ter,’—-the principle of religion ;—nor was he indeed. On the 
contrary, we are happy to be able to state, on the best authority, 
that {rom his earliest years he had imbibed the pure precepts of 
the word of God from the lips of his pious parents; and that he 
always through life avowed his firm and conscientious belief in 
the truth and excellence of the Christian faith. He had, then, 
no doubt, the “indispensable element” in him; but how far it 
was developed or defined, we are not informed, and cannot of 
course, assume to determine. We believe, however, that this 
was the real secret of his superiority to some who might other- 
wise have been his equals, and raised him indeed far above the 
vulgar herd of selfish and sordid politicians. 

With this estimate of the deceased, we earnestly hope that a 
proper memorial of his life, character and services, prepared by 
some competent writer, will soon be given to the public. Inthe 
mean time, we have been gratified to see that some friendly 
hands have been paying their grateful tributes to his shade, in 
various prints. One of these, we observe, in the warmth of 
his zeal, has called our departed patriot, ‘*‘ Ultimus Romanorum’”’— 
“the Last of the Romans.” But highly as we honored him, we 
cannot sanction this lavish compliment to his memory, at 
the expense of some others, like if not equal, who yet survive 
him; and at the expense, too, by implication, of our State her- 
self; for we must trust that our old Commonwealth, the “ Magna 
parens virum’’—the mighty mother of great men—is still “a 
fruitful vine,” and, like the classical tree that bore the golden 
branch,— 


Primo avulso non deficit alter 
Aureus; et simili frondescit virga metallo— 


will continue to bear her radiant offspring, with becoming honor, 
to the end of time. 
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THE SOUTH WESTERN RAIL ROAD. 


It is really curious and almost amusing to observe that this 
great improvement, now happily secured by the late act of the 
General Assembly, is but the fulfilment of an old prediction, or 
rather, we would say, the carrying out of an old project con- 
ceived by our fathers of Virginia, many years ago, in the early 
period of our colonial history, and whose happy accomplishment 
has been reserved for our day; but so it is! Let our readers 
ponder the following passage in the old pamphlet which we have 
republished in this number, in the article entitled “ Virginia in 
1648,”’ and more particularly the parts we have put in italics, 
and they will see it at once. . 


48. “That for matter of their better knowledge of the land 
they dwell in, the planters resolve to make a further discovery 
into the country, west and by south up above the falls and over 
the hills, and are confident upon what they have learned from 
the Indians, to find a way to a west or south sea,” (the Pacific 
Ocean) “ by land or rivers, and to discover a way to China and 
East Indies, or unto some other sea that shall carry them 
thither ;”’ &c. 

‘* And by such a discovery the planters in Virginia shall gain the 
rich trade of the East India, and so cause it to be driven through 
the Continent of Virginia, PART BY LAND AND PART BY WATER,” 
(by rail road and canal,) “in @ most gainful way and safe, and 
Sar less expenseful and dangerous than now it is.” 


Now if our South Western rail road can be brought to fall in, 
as it may, with other works connecting with Col. Benton’s mag- 
nificent project, or any other route that is, or may be proposed, 
to the Pacitic Ocean, shall we not realize the golden dreams of 
our fathers at last, in a most surprising and delightful manner? 
And have we not here a most singular and pleasant illustration 
of the common saying, ‘ Old Virginia never tire?’ And are we 
not a most constant and persevering people to hang on, in this 
way, to a splendid project for two centuries and more, and then 
when the latter end of the speculation had fairly forgot the be- 
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ginning, and we had even fallen asleep over it—and slept on for 
generations—to wake up on a bright spring morning, in this 
year, and realize it at last;—or, at least, see it all in glorious 
vision before our eyes! For we have no doubt now that we shall 
finish the work with due speed. And will not all the world ac- 
knowledge, after this, that we are a most steady and pertina- 
cious race, as well as a scheming and spouting one, and that we 
can actually accomplish great things as well as talk about them?— 
if they will only give us time. 





A REVOLUTIONARY RELIC. 


We read, some time ago, a short article in the daily Whig of 
this city, pleasantly entitled “‘ A Gem forthe Virginia Historical 
Society,” and which ran in these words: ‘‘ H. A. Muhlenburg. 
Esq., the author of the Life of Gen. Peter Muhlenburg, noticed 
by us some days ago, says in one of his notes, ‘‘ The regimen- 
tal color of this corps (8th Virginia Regiment of the Line,) is 
still in the writer’s possession. It is made of plain salmon-co- 
lored silk, with a broad fringe of the same, having a simple white 
scroll in the centre, upon which are inscribed the words, ‘ VIII 
Virga. Reg’t.’ The spear-head is brass, considerably ornamented. 
The banner bears the traces of warm service, and is probably 
the only revolutionary flag in existence.’ It is a great pity the 
Historical Society cannot get possession of this flag, furni hing 
as it does such a noble memento of Revolutionary glory,” &c. 
We thank the Whig for this complimentary hint, and have no 
doubt that our Historical Society would be happy to obtain such 
“a gem” as he would give her, and would esteem it indeed as a 
precious jewel, reflecting brightly, by association, the honor of 
the State which she naturally feels as her own. But we really 
cannot help thinking that it belongs still more properly to the 
State herself; aad that it would grace the Capitol even more be- 
comingly than our hall; and we rather wonder indeed that Mr. 
Muhlenburg has not thought of giving it this destination ; if it 
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were only to perpetuate, in the best way, the fame of his distin- 
guished relative, already entwined with our history in its fairest 
praise. We throw out this hint for him, and for our General 
Assembly ; and for any and all others whom it may properly 
concern. 


rN: 





THE PAST PRESERVED. 


Within translucent halls above the moon, 

Where ether spreads beneath a blue lagoon, 

And faintly ’mid a web of cloud and star 

The still earth gleams unfathomed leagues afar, 
The Past and Future dwell, and both are one, 

An endless Present that has ne’er begun. 

The new-born infant dead in Norway’s cold, 

The Pharaoh lapt in hieroglyphic gold, 

All fronts that show the pure baptismal ray, 

And all whom Islam bids repent and pray, 

And Trajan’s worshippers and Timour’s host, 

In calm light live on that eternal coast, 

Where change has never urged its fluctuant bark, 
Nor sunless moon has faded into dark. 

For all that each successive age has seen 

In this low world is always there serene ; 

And e’en the glow-worm, crushed by Nimrod’s hoof, Fi 
Lives like the Assyrian king from pain aloof. 4 ‘ 
There all is perfect ever, all is clear, 4 ‘ 
But dimmed how soon in this our hemisphere, 
Where e’en the deed of yestereve grows pale 
In twilight thought before this morning’s tale,— 
Unless for Sons of Memory, who by lot 

Enjoy the bliss of all things else forgot ; 





Dwell in the house above, and from that hold é f 
Entrance mankind with wonders manifold ; i . 
And making that has been once more to be, 5 e 

3 8 


Reclothe in foliage bare Oblivion’s tree.—J. Sterling. 
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Darious Jntelligence, 


THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 


The new President elect of th United States, General Zachary 
Taylor, was solemnly inaugurated, and entered on the duties of his 
office, on the 5th ult., (the 4th falling on Sunday this year,) in the 
presence of a large concourse of citizens from all parts of the coun- 
try attending to witness the scene. 

His Inaugural Address (since published) was short, sensible, and 
altogether suitable to the occasion. 

The Cabinet as it was afterwards nominated by him to the Senate, 
and confirmed by that body, stands as follows : 

John M. Clayton, of Delaware, Secretary of State. 

Wm. M. Meredith, of Pennsylvania, Secretary of the Treasury. 

Geo. W. Crawford, of Georgia, Secretary of War. 

Wm. B. Preston. of Virginia, Secretary of the Navy. 

Thos. Ewing, of Ohio, Secretary of the Home Department. 

Jacob Collamer, of Vermont, Post Master General. 

Reverdy Johnson, of Maryland, Attorney General. 


THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


This body adjourned over on the 19th ult., to the 28th of next month, 
when it will meet again to complete the revisal of the laws. The ses- 
sion was one of unusual interest, and will be memorable for the pas- 
sage of several acts of the highest importance to the State. 





From the Times. 


IMPROVEMENT BILLS OF THE LATE SESSION. 


With a good deal of care and labor, we have prepared for the in- 
formation of our readers, the following list of the various works of 
internal improvement, to which the aid of the State was granted du- 
ring the late session of the Legislature, with the amount of that aid in 
each case, whether in form of direct appropriations from the Trea- 
sury, or of a release of money due to it, or of a guaranty of Compa- 
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nies’ bonds, or of authority to the Board of Public Works to make 
subscriptions in behalf of the State, or finally of a transfer of stock 
now held by the State in an existing work. 

We think that most of our readers will concur with us in the opin- 
ion, that although the amount of liability likely to be incurred by this 
legislation is considerable, it is by no means such as to excite alarm 
for the credit of the State. Aceording to the reports of the commit- 
tee of Finance, at the close of the session, the present income of the 
Treasury is more than sufficient to meet the interest of the present 
debt, and of these appropriations also, whenever they shall be called 
for. 


DIRECT APPROPRIATIONS. 


Blue Ridge Railroad Tunnel $100,000 annually, say - $400,000 
Macadamizing part of Staunton and Parkersburg road, $20,000 
er annum, - - . é - 60,000 
Do. North Western Road $30,000 per annum, we 60,000 
Stem of Moorefield and Alleghany Turnpike, - - 4,500 
Turnpike—F ork’s of Sandy to Kanawha Road, - 2,500 
Alle on and Huntersville Turnpike, - - 5,000 
Madison and Page do - - ‘ 1,500 
Little Stone Gap do - - ‘ 650 
Logan and Mercer do - - . 2,000 
Richlands and Kentucky line do - - - 2500 
Sistersville and Salem do F: rd = 5,000 
Turnpike from Harrisonburg to Moorfield in Hardy and Frank- 
lin in Pendleton, - - * - 1,000 
$544,640 


DEBT RELEASED. 


By a bill passed, the State releases to the town of Ports- 
mouth, the purchase money for the Portsmouth rail- 
road, viz: - - - - $50,000 


GIVING THE STATE’S GUARANTY. 
James River and Kanawha Company—Dock Connexion, $350,000 


Do—South Side and Rivanna do - - 150,000 
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal Company for repairs of canal, 200,000 
$700,000 


SUBSCRIPTIONS AUTHORIZED. 


Virginia and Tennessee Railroad—three fifths—$150,000 in 

1849; $300,000 in 1850; $400,000 in 1851; and each 

year thereafter, - - - $1,800,000 
Orange and Alexandria Railroad—(additional fifth) total 540,00 
Blue Ridge do. to Staunton—three fifths, - 2 90,000 
Guyandotte Navigation—three fifths, - = 45,000 


See 
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Martinsburg and Winchester Turnpike—three fifths, - 27,000 


Moorefield and Alleghany, do. do. - 9,000 
Moorefield and North Branch, do. do. - 10,800 
Philippi and Buchanan, do. do. - 6,000 
Hillsboro’ and Harpers’ Ferry, do. do. - 6,000 
Twelve Pole River, do. do. - 1,800 
Morgantown and Beverly, - do. - 3,000 
Clarksburg and Philippi, do. 6,000 
Red Sweet Springs in Alleghany, through Rich Patch to Bote- 
tourt, do. do. - 7,200 
Dibrell’s Springs to Buchanan, do. do. - 5,400 
Giles, Fayette and Kanawha Turnpike—edditional subscrip- 
tion, - - - 8,000 
Grenville and Charleston do—three fifths - . 12,000 
Sweet and Salt Sulphur Springs, do. do. - - 7,200 
Weston and Fairmount, do. do. - - 12,000 
Wellsburg and Bethany, do. do. - - 9,000 
Morgantown and Bridgeport, do. do. - - 6,000 
Warrenton and Rappahannock, do. do. - : 12,000 
Berkeley and Jefferson, do. do. - - 12,000 
Orlean and Salem, do. do. : 3,000 
Howardsville and Rockfish do.—increased to three fifths 21,000 
Logan, Raleigh and Monroe do—three-fifths - 18,000 
Martinsburg and Potomac do. do. - 18,000 
Knobly or do. do. - 8,400 
Do. for increase of capital - 6,000 
Tazewell C. H. and Fancy Gap do—three fifths, - 19,2 
Buchanan and Little Kanawha. do. do. - 7,200 
Charleston and Point Pleasant do—(additional,) 8,000 
Williamsport (in Wood) and Petnestarg otros fifths, 3,000 
Hampshire and Morgan do., - 6,600 
Coal River Navigation, - 6,000 
Hardy and W he do—inereased to three fifths, - 18,000 
New Market and Sperryville, 30,000 


Virginia and Maryland Bridge Co. [when #25, 000 subscribed >} 10,000 
STOCK TRANSFERRED. 
By the bill amending the charter of the Southside Railroad 
Company, the state transfers to that work its stock in 
the Petersburg and Roanoke Railroad amounting to, $322,500 
SUBSCRIPTIONS AUTHORIZED—AMOUNT NOT ASCERTAINED. 
Ringwood and West Union Turnpike—three fifths, 


Cheat River Bridge, do. 
Staunton and James River Turnpike, do. 
Monongahela Navigation, do. 
Berryville and Charleston Turnpike, do. 
Thornton's Gap, do. 

Harrisville, do. do. 


Smith's River Navigation—three quarters of two fifths. 


L* 
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RECAPITULATION. 
Direct appropriations, - - - $544,650 
Debt released, - - « - 50,000 
Guaranties authorized, - - - 700,000 
Subscriptions authorized, - - - 2,817,800 
Stock transferred, - - - - 323,500 
Total $4,435,950 
MISCELLANEOUS APPROPRIATIONS. 
Va. Military Institute—new cadets—annually, - $710 
Eastern Lunatic Asylum, [Suatene, | - - 6,266 | 
Western do. - - - 8,500 
Governor’s house—repairs, - 5,000 
Deaf and Dumb and Blind Institutes (laundry and bakehouse ») 4,000 
Washington’s Monument, (if there be no further oubseriptions) 58,266 
Virginia Regimeut Volunteers, - - ,000 
Davis’s Criminal Law, - - ‘ 2,000 
C. Crozet—extra pay for map, - . - 150 
Thomas Green—agent for claims on Congress, - 2,722 
Primary schools—additional annuity, - - 4,200 
$107,814 


THE LEAD ORE IN NELSON. 


The following facts relative to this diseovery have been communi- 
cated to us. The mine was first discovered on a tract of land pur- 
chased by Mr. William Faber, on the edge of the Albemarle Line, and 
eight miles from the James River Canal. The lead lies four feet be- 
low the surface, and the vein is four feet and a half wide; being at 
least a foot wider than any other known to the world. It has already 
been traced four miles, and the probability is, that it extends the whole 
length of the State, upon that line of longitude. The yield is enor- 
mous, being eighty per cent. of pure Lead, and two of Silver. 

The owner has applied to the Legislature for a charter. 

{Richmond Whig, Feb. 10th, 1849. 


__ 


GOLD IN VIRGINIA. 


We understand that the gold digging at Stockton & Heiss’ location 
is still very successful. The amount raised in January, with fifteen 
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or twenty hands, was about $26,000, and the amount in this month is 
proportionably as much. A deposit of 800 ounces has just been made 
atthe mint. The new machinery was not in operation when the 
above results were obtained. The success of this Company is quite 
equal to the average gains in the famous valley of Sacramento. 

[N. Y. Tribune. 


THE MEDICAL COLLEGE. 


The Annual Commencement of this institution was held in the 
Chemical Hall of the College, on Tuesday the 20th ult. with the usual 
ceremonies, and some eclat. The audience attending was large, and 
the menacing aspect of the clouds did not prevent many ladies from 
gracing the scene with their presence. The Rev. Mr. Hoge made the 
introductory prayer, in appropriate terms, after which the Dean of the 
Faculty, Dr. Maupin (in the absence of the President of Hampden 
Sidney College the Rev. Dr. Green. who was detained at home by 
sickness,) proceeded to confer the degree of M. D. on the members of 
the graduating class who had been duly admitted to the honor. Their 
names are as follows: 


David E. Bass, Appomattox; Wm. C. Battaile, Caroline; Jas. E. 
Bell, Princess Anne; Crispen D. Boaz, Pittsylvania; Montgomery 
Bottom, Amelia; Paul Carrington, Cumberland ; Frederick A. Clarke, 
Chesterfield; Benj. T. Davies, Bedford; P. Aylett Fitzhugh, Middle- 
sex; Alex. Harris, Louisa; John E. Harris, Dinwiddie: Marion How- 
ard, Richmond; John C. James, Rockingham, N. C.; Thos. W. 
Leftwick, Bedford; John N. Lumpkin, King & Queen; Wm. Pannill, 
Orange; Wm. A. Pearman, Charles City: James S. Pendleton, Bote- 
tourt; Arthur E. Petticolas, Richmond; John A. Robertson, Amelia; 
James E. Rodes, Nelson; Robert H. Ragland, King & Queen; An- 
drew S. Smith, Greenbrier; Wm. R. Vaughan, Hampton. 


The Gold Medal for the Prize Essay was awarded to Dr. Arthur 
%. Petticolas of this city, who received it with becoming modesty 
ataidst the applauses of his competitors. 

The honorary degree of Doctor of Medicine was conferred on Philip 
Thornton, a distinguished gentleman of Rappahannock county. 

The Valedictory Address was now delivered by the Dean ;—clear 
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and judicious throughout, with some touches of “a higher mood” to- 
wards the end that were truly grateful and refreshing. 

We rejoice to learn that the College is in a flourishing and improv- 
ing state. We regard it as an honor and ornament to our city, and 
heartily wish it all the support, of every kind, which it so richly 
merits. 


—_—— 


WESTERN VIRGINIA. 


We are pleased to see that Dr. Wills De Hass, of Wheeling, (or 
Grave Creek, in Marshall county) a Corresponding Member of the 
New York Historical Society, well known for his valuable scientific 
researches, proposes to publish a “History of the Early Settle- 
ment and Indian Wars of Western Virginia, and Adjacent Parts 
of Pennsylvania and Ohio ;” with an Appendix, &ce., also “A Topo- 
graphical Description of North Western Virginia,—its Antiquities, &c., 
illustrated by several engravings ;” in one volume of about 400 pages. 
It is stated in the Prospectus, that 


“ The distinctive merits of the work now offered, will consist of a 
clear, concise and authentic narrative of events connected with the 
early settlement of Western Virginia and country adjacent, possessing 
superior accuracy both as to facts and dates, with an uninterrupted 
couvtinuity of interest from first to last. The author has labored to be 
correct, to accomplish which he has spared neither trouble nor ex- 
pense. He has visited at their abodes the few ‘living witnesses’ who 
still linger among us, and from these intelligent but frail participators 
in our border wars—sole depositories of important historical facts, 
much valuable information has been derived. The work will 
cover a period of nearly half a century, reaching from 1753 to 
1796, during the greater part of which our entire frontier was one 
continual scene of alarm, conflict, conflagration and massacre. 
It will comprise in addition to a history of the Indian wars in the re- 
gion of the Ohio, an authentic account of the several Expeditions and 
Campaigns into the North-West Territory. It will also embrace in 
the form of an appendix, highly interesting biographical memoirs and 
sketches of adventure of many of the old frontier men, who, amid 
untold dangers, privations and suffering, founded in the depth of the 
primeval forest, the institutions of freedom we now enjoy”. &c. 


We have no doubt that such a work, if executed with the ability 
which we have a right to expect from the author, will be highly valu- 
able and acceptable to all Virginians, (and many others ;) and we shall 
welcome its appearance from the Press with great interest. 
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ELECTRIC LIGHT. 


The idea of producing lights that should displace the use of lamps 
by means of the galvanic battery, is not new. It was spoken of asa 
probable attainment thirty years ago. But now electrical lights give 
promise soon of being a practical reality. We have previously alluded 
to the experiments in progress in London by Mr. Staite. He has 
brought his apparatus to produce such results as to have created no 
omall panic in the gas companies of London. His apparatus consists 
of an ordinary Voltaic battery, having an hundred cells. To each wire 
or pole is attached a piece of carbon, artificially prepared. The light 
is produced by first bringing the points of these two pieces into con- 
tact, and then setting them a small distance apart—the distance vary- 
ing with the intensity of the electric current. His model battery pro- 
duces a light equal to 800 wax candles; and what is specially wonder- 
ful about it is, that all this is done at less than no expense. The appa- 


ratus is actually making money while it produces the light; for the ma- 
terials used in the battery to excite the electoral action undergo a che- 
mical change, which enhances their value as an article of merchandise. 
This invention unquestionably promises the most important results. 
[N. Eng. Puritan. 


THE LATE REV. DR. ATKINSON. 

We regret to record that the Rev. Dr. Wm. M. Atkinson, of Win- 
chester, died at his dwelling in that place on Saturday night, the 24th 
of February last, in the 53rd year of his age. Dr. A. was a man of 
great worth—fine talents—and noble spirit. He was formerly, and 
for some time, a lawyer at the bar of Petersburg, and was warmly 
esteemed by his associates of that profession. He afterwards became 
a minister of the gospel in the Presbyterian church, and was greatly 
respected and beloved by his brethren of that denomination and many 
others of every branch of the christian communion, whom his 
Jarge and liberal heart embraced with cordial regard. His eminent ser- 
vices as the able and eloquent Agent of the Virginia Bible Society, 
and his extraordinary success in the cause, will long be remembered 
with grateful interest by his friends, and by all the friends of religion 
in our State. 

We may add, that we regard his death as a loss to our Common- 
wealth, more especially at this time, when he had just received 
the appointment of Agent of our Virginia Colonization Society (re- 
cently revived) and if life and health had permitted, would have en- 
tered upon this new service with all the generous ardor of his manly, 
christian, and patriotic heart. 
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THE STATE OF EUROPE. 


By the latest intelligence, to the 26th ult., the present State of Eu- 
rope is as follows: Great Britain firm and vigilant. France unsettled. 
The political affairs of the nation are assuming a more exciting aspect. 
A change in the Ministry is expected. 

All efforts used by the governments of France and Great Britain to 
continue the armistice between Sardinia and Austria have failed. Hos- 
tilities are therefore renewed, and will be carried on with vigor on both 
sides. In spite of sympathies, it is generally feared that King Charles 
Albert will be defeated by his enemy. 

Naples is in a distracted state. The King has great difficulty to 
keep his throne. 

Accounts from Hungary state that the Imperialists were making 
little headway against the Magyars, as success had latterly crowned 
Kossoth and his followers. The Austrians had been again beaten in 
several battles. 

The proposal to appoint the King of Prussia Emperor of Germany 
has been rejected in the German Parliament. 

California gold had been received by various mercantile houses in 
London, amounting to over 40,000 pounds sterling. 


mMiscellanp. 


LITERARY MINUTES, 
THE MOON. 


I have always admired that fine stanza in Childe Harold, in which 
the poet describes, and almost paints, a gorgeous sunset in Italy, be- 
ginning with the lines : 


The Moon is up, and yet it is not night— 
Sunset divides the sky with her—a sea 

Of glory streams along the Alpine height 
Of blue Friuli’s mountains; &c. 
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And ending with the strain: 


While, on the other hand, meek Dian’s crest 
Floats through the azure air—an island of the blest. 


How aptly and beautifully does this last touch finish the picture! It 
seems to me that nothing in the whole compass of language could 
have done it so well. It is the classic fancy—so natural to a Greek— 
of “an island of the blest,” (manifestly a reflection of Paradise,) only 
subtilized and refined, placed not at the far-off end of the earth, but 
raised and sublimed above it; and not anchored in the water, but set 
floating through the air~—the “ azure air;”—so etherealizing the thought 
into a delightful abstraction, for imagination to enjoy. It suggests, 
too, the very association, that, somehow or other, I have always had in 
looking upon that pure and placid orb, the sight of which naturally 
melts my heart into a tenderness of emotion— 


“‘ Soft as the memory of buried love.” 


For indeed I can never see the full-orbed Moon, when I am alone, 
without immediately thinking of some absent friend whom I have 
loved and lost, and whom I hope to see again in another and better 
world. Ido not mean, however, to assert that the moon is actually 
the very “place of departed spirits ;” for the Bible, I know, does not 
authorize me to say so; and I must take care not to be “ wise,”’ or ro- 
mantic, ‘above what is written;” but I only mean to say that, some- 
how or other, there is some sort of connection, or association, in my 
own mind at least, between the lovely orb and that happy region, 
wherever its ubi, or particular locality may be. I do not, of course, 
dogmatize on this point, or even care to descant about it. I only de- 
sire to dream. . Ss 


MAXIMS, BY HOWARD. 


Our superfiuities should be given up for the convenience of others; 

Our conveniences should give place to the necessities of others ; 

And even our necessities should give way to the extremities of the 
poor. 
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THE SEASON. 


Spring, the year’s youth, fair mother of new flowers, 
New leaves, new loves, drawn by the winged hours, 
Thou art return’d, but nought returns with thee, 
Save my lost joys’ regretful memory ; 

Thou art the self-same thing thou wert before, 

As fair, as jocund ; but I am no more 

The thing I was.—R. Fanshawe—1653. 


VERNAL WALKS. 


In those vernal seasons of the year when the air is calm and plea- 
sant, it were an injury aud sullenness against Nature, not to go out 
and see her riches, and participate in her rejoicings with heaven and 
earth.— Milton. 


AN APOLOGY FOR THE TELEGRAPH, 
In answer to “ A Quidnunc,” in the last number. 


Would you know, my dear Quid, how these “ heavenly wires,” 
As al! the world owns them, are sometimes such “ liars ?” 
Whatever you write down they certainly send, 


And if they tell twangs,—'tis the man at the end. 
Quivis. 


TO READERS AND CORRESPONDENTS. 


We propose to prepare a brief Memoir, or Biographical Notice, of 
the late Mr. Leigh, for preservation in our Register; and will be much 
obliged to any one who will furnish us with any proper materials— 
speeches, writings, sayings, anecdotes, &c., which may aid us in the 
service. 

We have several valuable communications in hand which we ghall 
publish as soon as possible. 
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